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                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  
                                                                           COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

              SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING 
              TENTATIVE BUDGET  

               PUBLIC HEARING                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                            MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH, 2014 

               7:30 PM 
                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  

                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 
                 WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 

 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. Police Lieutenant Pedro Delgado led the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  
 
2. ROLL CALL. The meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:40 P.M. Present were 

Mayor Eduardo H. Muhiña, Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes, Commissioner Candida Blanca 
and Commissioner Rhonda Rodriguez. Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez was excused. 

  
3. CITIZEN PRESENTATIONS. The following persons spoke: 

 
Frank Bocanegra, Candidate for Circuit Court judge spoke in favor of his candidacy. 

 Elliot Asbel, resident of 15357 S.W. 77th Court, Palmetto Bay, FL. 

 
4. SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
A) PRESENTATION OF STRUCTURED TUTORING PROGRAM AT THE WEST MIAMI 

RECREATION CENTER. Commissioner Rodriguez presented the highlights of the 
program and recommended together with the City Manager and the Recreation Center 
Director the implementation of the Tutoring Program commencing on October 7th, 2014 
through May 2015, utilizing $5,000.00 from reserves. 

 

B) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
WEST MIAMI AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO IMPLEMENT A 
STRUCTURED TUTORING PROGRAM AT THE WEST MIAMI RECREATION 
CENTER; ADOPTING A PROGRAM PLAN FOR SAID TUTORING; PROVIDING 
FOR FUNDING MECHANISM TO COME FROM CITY OF WEST MIAMI 
RECREATION CENTER ENTERPRISE FUND; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR 10/01/ 2014 PROGRAM COMMENCEMENT 
DATE. Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Blanes, second by Commissioner Blanca and 4-0 
unanimous voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was adopted. 
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PUBLIC HEARING – CITY BUDGETS 

 
C) SUBMISSION OF THE TENTATIVE CITY BUDGETS FOR FY 2014-2015. The City 

Manager submitted a written and verbal Tentative Budget Message, which has been made 
part of the Minutes as an attachment. Dade Days in Tallahassee fund and City Commission 
Representation allocations were discussed. 
 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Public Hearing was opened by the Mayor. 
 

 
D)  RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA ESTABLISHING THE 2014 

TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATES UPON ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY 
WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE AMOUNTS 
APPROPRIATED IN THE 2014-2015 TENTATIVE BUDGET. Upon motion by 
Commissioner Blanca, second by Vice-Mayor Blanes and unanimous 4-0 voice vote, the 
foregoing Resolution was adopted.  

 

 
D) PUBLIC HEARING ON THE TENTATIVE CITY BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-

2015 ALL CITY FUNDS. 
The following person spoke: 
Elliot Asbel, resident of 15357 S.W. 77th Court, Palmetto Bay, FL. 
 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Public Hearing was closed by the Mayor. 

 
 
F) RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-

2015.Upon motion by Commissioner Blanca, second by Commissioner Rodriguez and 4-0 
voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was adopted.  

 
 
G)   RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI FLORIDA ADOPTING THE 

TENTATIVE WATER ENTERPRISE FUND BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2014-2015 IN 
THE SUM OF SIX HUNDRED THIRTY-FIVE THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED NINE 
DOLLARS   AND   ZERO  CENTS ($635,109.00). Upon motion be Commissioner Blanca, 
second by Commissioner Rodriguez and unanimous 4-0 vote, the foregoing Resolution was 
adopted. 
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NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The City Clerk expressed that afternoon her office received a call by 
the Elections Department notifying the City about the coordination of the early voting for the 
Elections of November 4th, 2014 at the West Miami Community Center from October 20th, 2014 
through November 2nd, 2014.  The Office of the City Clerk and the City Manager had been in 
Contact with the Elections Department in March of this year, at which time the Elections 
Department requested the use of the Community Center as early voting site acting upon recent 
changes of legislation, which allowed the use of community centers for the intended purpose. 
Subsequently, the Supervisor of Elections and staff conducted a visit to the Center and no further 
communication was established. The City Clerk submitted at the consideration of the City 
Commission the authorization to allow the use of the City of West Miami Community Center as 
an early voting site.  The Community Center was considered for its great location and the 
accessibility to the voters with the bus loop, which would be the best choice to deal with the 
complaints received from the constituents of the area. The City Manager spoke in favor of the use 
of the Center.  The Community Center, Recreation Center and Public Works Directors expressed 
their concerns on the matter. After a discussion the City Clerk was instructed to gather more 
details for the Commission to make an informed decision and report at the meeting of September 
17th, 2014. 
 
 

12.  GOOD OF THE ORDER. None. 
    

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the City Commission the meeting was 
declared adjourned at 9:23 P.M. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY ANNERY GONZALEZ, CITY CLERK 


