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                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  
                                                                           COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

              REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                            WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1ST, 2014 
               7:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                 WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 
 
 

1. INVOCATION. City Manager Yolanda Aguilar gave the Invocation. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. Police Chief Nelson Andreu led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
3. ROLL CALL. The meeting was called to order by the Vice-Mayor at 7:30 P.M. Present were 

Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes, Commissioner Candida Blanca, Commissioner Rhonda 
Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez. Mayor Eduardo H. Muhiña was excused. 

 
4. PRESENTATION OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL FOR SEPTEMBER 17TH, 2014 

REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING AND FINAL BUDGET HEARINGS. 
Commissioner Suarez motioned to approve the Minutes as presented. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Blanca. All voted in favor. 

 
5. REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER. No report submitted. 
 
6. REPORT OF THE CITY ATTORNEY. No report submitted. 
 
7. REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER. No report submitted. 
 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS. The City Manager informed the Mayor had asked her to present 

a letter issued by his office to the residents about the Special Election of November 4th, 2014 
encouraging the West Miami electorate to vote on the Charter amendments proposed for 
their consideration.  

  
9.       CITIZEN PRESENTATIONS. No presentations. 

 
10.       UNFINISHED BUSINESS: NONE 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
A) PRESENTATION OF CONCEPT OF SW 12TH STREET AND 66TH AVENUE PARK. 

The concept of the SW 12th Street and 66th Avenue was presented by City Engineer 
Francisco Alonso and Director of Planning and Zoning Juan Pena. 
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B)       REPORT BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK RE: NOVEMBER 4TH, 2014 SPECIAL 

ELECTION ON PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF 
WEST MIAMI. The City Clerk reported the following: 
 
The City of West Miami Special Election on proposed amendments to the Charter of the 
City of West Miami is scheduled to take place on November 4th, 2014.   
 

The Notice of Special Election will be advertised on a newspaper of general circulation on 
October 1st, 2014 and October 15th, 2014 in English, Spanish and Creole. Also said notice 
will be posted at City Hall, the Recreation Center and on the City’s website.  
 

The Sample Ballot will be published in the Miami Herald on Sunday, November 1st, 2014. 
 

The November 4th, 2014 Special Election will be conducted by the Miami-Dade County 
Election Officials with acceptance of the certification of the results by the West Miami City 
Commission. 
 

The voting precincts in the City for the Special Election shall be as established by the 
Miami-Dade Elections Department.  All questions concerning polling places should be 
directed to the Miami-Dade Elections Department. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

October 6th, 2014 
Must be registered to vote.  All questions concerning voter registration should be directed 
to the Miami-Dade County Elections Department. 
 

October 20th, 2014 through November 2nd, 2014 
Early voting.  Early voting site – West Miami Community Center 
 

October 29th, 2014 
Deadline to request an absentee ballot 
 

November 4th, 2014 
Election Day 
 

 

C)       REPORT BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER RE: ADA/PARKING FINES 
REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM TO THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI BY MIAMI-DADE 
COUNTY. The City Manager reported the Miami-Dade County is commencing the process 
for reimbursement of the Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Parking Fines.  Our Municipality had 
submitted an Interlocal Agreement in 2013 the City is not required to submit one this  
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CONTINUED… 

 
year. The only requirement is to submit an Affidavit, which states that the funds shall be 
used to improve accessibility and equal opportunity to qualified persons who have 
disabilities in the Municipality and to conduct disability public awareness programs. The 
City is entitled to $2,689.00 as a result of fines collected in the previous Fiscal Year 2012-
2013. The City Manager requested to proceed with the submittal of the Affidavit.  
Commissioner Blanca motioned in favor of authorizing the City Manager to submit the 
Affidavit.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez.  All voted in favor. 

 

 

D)       REQUEST BY COMMISSIONER RODRIGUEZ RE: RECOGNITION FOR IVAN 
CHAVEZ, A CITY RESIDENT AND A LIFELONG FIREFIGHTER. Commissioner 
Rodriguez requested a recognition to the Chavez Family, “The West Miami Fire/Rescue 
Family”.  Ivan Chavez, a Firefighter/Paramedic and US Army Warrant Officer 4 has been a 
City resident for 22 years, his daughter Jasmine has served as a Firefighter/Paramedic for 
10 years for the City of Hialeah, his twin sons Christian and Ivan A. have served as 
Firefighters/Paramedics for the City of Miami Beach and City of Miami for 3 ½ and 2 years 
respectively. All were in favor of presenting a plaque recognizing the Chavez Family at the 
meeting of October 15th, 2014. 
 

 
E) REPORT FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER RE: POLICE STATION 

EXPANSION AND REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION TO PURSUE A GRANT FROM 
THE USDA FOR PROJECT. The City Manager and Chief of Police spoke in favor of the 
expansion of the Police Department.  The Manager stated her Office had been advised by 
the Chief of Police about a potential source for funding through a grant with the USDA 
(United States Department of Agriculture) for cities under 20,000 in population for a 
number of projects that include funds to construct, enlarge or improve community 
facilities, public safety and public services. The City Manager has asked the City Engineers 
to prepare a concept of the work in question before embarking on this project. 
Commissioner Blanca motioned in favor of proceeding with the project.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez.  All voted in favor. 

 

 

F) REQUEST BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER TO SET DATE FOR THE 2014 
LIGHTING OF THE TREE CEREMONY. The City Manager recommended holding the 
event on December 16th, 2014 at 6:00 P.M. at the West Miami Recreation Center.  All were in 
favor. 
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12.  GOOD OF THE ORDER. The Chief of Police reported about the “National Night Out”, 
which was taking place on Tuesday, October 7th, 2014 from 7:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. at Cooper Park. 
    

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the City Commission the meeting was 
declared adjourned at 8;09 P.M. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY ANNERY GONZALEZ, CITY CLERK 


