ORDINANCE # 2024-10

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA,
AMENDING CHAPTER 20 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES ENTITLED
"TRAFFIC AND MOTOR VEHICLES" BY CREATING ARTICLE IV
ENTITLED "SPEED DETECTION SYSTEMS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF
SCHOOL ZONE SPEED LIMITS"; PROVIDING FOR THE USE OF
TRAFFIC INFRACTION DETECTORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE
LAW: PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS,
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, during the 2023 Legislative Session, the Florida Legislature passed
CS/CS/HB 657 ("HB 657"), amending certain provisions of state law governing the use of
automated Speed Detection Systems ("SDS") in School Zones, which became law
effective July 1, 2023; and

WHEREAS, speeding in designated school zones presents a threat to the health and
safety of the public, particularly to school-aged children who attend schools in the City;
and

WHEREAS, HB 657 authorizes the City to place or install, or contract with a vendor to
place or install, SDS in accordance with certain technical specifications established by
the Florida Department of Transportation; and

WHEREAS, HB 657 provides that the City may issue notices of violation and may
authorize a law enforcement officer or traffic infraction enforcement officer to issue
uniform traffic citations for violations of Sections 316.1895 and 316.183, Florida Statutes,
that are captured by SDS during specified time periods, and further provides for notice to
the registered owner of the subject vehicle, hearing procedures, appellate remedies, and
the assessment and remittance of civil penalties; and

WHEREAS, HB 657 requires that cities that elect to operate a school speed zone
detection program implement a public awareness campaign at least 30 days before
commencing enforcement of violations and to annually report information about the
program to both the public and the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles; and

WHEREAS, HB 657 restricts the location and use of SDS to school zones that the City

determines constitute a heightened safety risk warranting additional enforcement
measures based on data or other evidence presented at a public hearing; and
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WHEREAS, consistent with the requirements of Section 316.008(9)(c), Florida Statutes,
the City held a public hearing at which traffic data demonstrated a significant safety need
for traffic infraction detectors, and this data being incorporated by reference and
submitted to the City Clerk as backup to this Ordinance at the time of adoption; and

WHEREAS, in consideration of the traffic data and evidence provided, which supports
the installation and operation of each proposed school speed zone detection system due
to heightened safety risks, the City desires to implement an automated SDS program in
school zones in order to reduce speeding and benefit public safety pursuant to HB 657
and applicable law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA, THAT:

SECTION 1: The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are ratified and confirmed as being true
and correct and are incorporated into this Ordinance.

SECTION 2: A new Chapter 20 of the Code of Ordinances entitled "SPEED DETECTION
SYSTEMS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF SCHOOL ZONE SPEED LIMITS" is hereby
created to read as follows:

CHAPTER 20: SPEED DETECTION SYSTEMS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF SCHOOL
ZONE SPEED LIMITS

Sec. 20.1 - Purpose and Intent: The purpose of this Section is to protect the health,
safety, and welfare of the citizens and visitors of the City of West Miami by authorizing
the placement or installation and use of speed detection systems on roadways within the
jurisdiction of the City to promote compliance with speed limits in school zones, as
authorized by and in accordance with Chapter 316, Florida Statutes, as may be amended
from time to time. This Section is also intended to provide a supplemental means of
enforcing unlawful speed violations in school zones and shall not prohibit a law
enforcement officer from issuing a uniform traffic citation for a traffic violation in
accordance with Chapter 316, Florida Statutes.

Sec. 20.2 - Use of Speed Detection Systems: In accordance with Chapter 316, Florida
Statutes, the City exercises its authority to authorize the placement or installation of speed
detection systems to enforce applicable speed limits on roadways maintained as school
zones within the City of West Miami's jurisdiction. The use of such systems shall comply
with Chapter 316, Florida Statutes, including but not limited to the requirements and
procedures for the collection of evidence, public records and retention, enforcement
powers and procedures, review of the photograph or video images from the speed
detection system, notice of violation issuance, hearing procedures and appeals,
defenses, and penalties.
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Sec. 20.3 -Program Administration:

(i) The Manager or designee is hereby authorized to implement speed detection systems
within the jurisdictional boundaries of the City consistent with the placement and
installation specifications established by the Florida Department of Transportation, as
may be amended, to enforce unlawful speed violations, as specified in Chapter 316,
Florida Statutes, on roadways within the City maintained as school zones.

(i) The City Commission may enter into agreements with one (1) or more vendors to place
or install speed detection systems and carry out services consistent with the
implementation and enforcement of the provisions of Chapter 316 governing speed
detection systems, subject to any other applicable State law requirements and this

Section.

(iii) Traffic Infraction Enforcement Officers: Pursuant to Section 316.1896, Florida
Statutes, a traffic infraction enforcement officer under Section 316.640, Florida Statutes,
is authorized to issue a uniform traffic citation(s) for violations of Sections 316.1895 and
316.183, Florida Statutes, as authorized by Section 316.008(9), Florida Statutes.

(iv) Designation of Local Hearing Officers: City Special Magistrates, as Local Hearing
Officers, are designated to conduct hearings requested by alleged violators wishing to
contest notices of violation detected by SDS in accordance with Chapter 316, Florida

Statutes.

Sec. 20.4 - Determination of Heightened Safety Risk: Pursuant to Section 316.008(9),
Florida Statutes, the City Commission, at a public hearing, conducted prior to second
reading and adoption of this Ordinance, considered traffic data and other evidence
supporting the placement, installation, and operation of each proposed school zone
speed detection system. The City Commission determined the school zone on 16t Street,
designated and publicly marked by the Miami-Dade Public School District, within the City
constitutes a heightened safety risk that warrants additional enforcement measures,
including placement, installation, and operation of speed detection systems at such
school zones. A detailed indication of the school zone location is attached hereto as
Exhibit "A". The City may authorize the placement or installation of speed detection
systems in additional school zones in accordance with applicable law.

Sec. 20.5 - Signage and Public Awareness Campaign: The Manager or designee shall
post signage and conduct a public awareness campaign regarding the placement or
installation of speed detection systems consistent with the applicable requirements of
Chapter 316, Florida Statutes, and all applicable regulations of the Florida Department of
Transportation ("FDOT") and the Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles ("FLHSMV"), and the terms of any agreement that may be entered into between
the City and its vendor(s).
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Sec. 20.6 - Reporting: The Manager or designee, with the assistance of the City's
vendor, will comply with the reporting requirements set forth in Sections 316.0776 and
316.1896, Florida Statutes, as they may be amended.

Sec. 20.7 - Remittance of Collected Fines and Costs: All fines and costs collected
pursuant to this Section will be remitted in accordance with Sections 316.1896 and
318.18, Florida Statutes, and any other relevant State law.

SECTION 3: All Sections or parts of Sections of the Code of Ordinances, all ordinances
or parts of ordinances, and all Resolutions, or parts of Resolutions, in conflict with this
Ordinance are repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 4: The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable, and if any
section, sentence, clause, and/or phrase of this Ordinance is, for any reason, held to be
invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining
sections, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance, which shall remain in effect,
it being the legislative intent that this Ordinance shall stand despite the invalidity of any
part.

SECTION 5: It is the intention of the City Commission and it is hereby ordained that the
provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the City Code of the City
of West Miami, and that the sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered to accomplish
such intent.

SECTION 6: This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption on second
reading.

Passed and adopted this 25" day of September 2024.

Approved:

/Eﬁlc DIAZ-PADRON, MAYOR

ATTEST:

vons] (il

ANNERY GONZALEZ, MMC °
CITY CLERK
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APPROVED AS TO FORM AND SUFFICIENCY:

DEXTéR W. LEHTINEN, CITY ATTORNEY

ROLL CALL VOTE:

This Ordinance was offered by Commissioner Chavez, Jr., who moved its adoption.
The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Milian Orbis. The vote was as follows:

MAYOR ERIC DIAZ-PADRON
VICE-MAYOR NATALIE MILIAN ORBIS
COMMISSIONER JUAN M. BLANES
COMMISSIONER IVAN CHAVEZ, JR.
COMMISSIONER LUCIANO L. SUAREZ

I<I<I=<I=<I=<

Date of 15t Reading: August 28" 2024
Date of Publication: September 9", 2024
Date of 2" Reading: September 25, 2024
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