ORDINANCE # 2013-02

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST
MIAMI, FLORIDA AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 99-02 GRANTING AN
ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION TO QUALIFYING SENIOR CITIZENS
WITH A MINIMUM REQUIRED INCOME BY $25,000.00; FROM $25,000.00 UP TO
$50,000.00; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
PROVIDING FOR A SUPER MAJORITY VOTE OF THE COMMISSION; PROVIDING
FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR NOTICE TO THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY
OFFICE OF THE PROPERTY APPRAISER AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of West Miami enacted Ordinance 99-02 on September 9, 1999
establishing an additional homestead exemption for qualifying homeowners; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the enactment of House Bill 291, now codified as Florida
Statute 196.075, all county and municipal governments were required to enact enabling
ordinances in order for the additional tax exemption to be applicable within their respective
jurisdictions for qualified seniors, 65 years of age or older; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to constitutional amendments approved by the voters of the
state of Florida on November 6, 2012, Florida Statute, Section 196.075 now authorizes the
option to local governments to adopt ordinances to allow exceptions not to exceed $50,000.00
to qualifying seniors 65 years of age or older, who have legal or equitable title to real estate
and maintain their permanent residence on the property and whose household income does
not exceed certain amounts; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with s. 6(d), Art. VII of the State Constitution, the Board of
County Commissioners of any county or the governing authority of any municipality may
adopt an ordinance to allow an additional homestead exemption of up to $50,000 for any
person who has the legal or equitable title to real estate and maintains thereon the permanent
residence of the owner, who has attained age 65, and whose household income does not
exceed $20,000 and adjusted annually; and
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WHEREAS, in order to qualify for additional low income senior homestead
exemption for the year 2012 and thereafter, an applicant must be at least 65 years of age by
January 1, 2013 and have an adjusted combined gross annual income not to exceed
$27,030.00, and adjusted annually pursuant to this Ordinance and Section 196.075(3), Florida
Statutes; and

WHEREAS, although the financial impact of such legislation on local governments'
finances is significant, the City Commission of the City of West Miami realizes that the
raising costs of living on older citizens who are on a fixed income are in need of additional
assistance; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission is desirous to provide financial relief and assistance
to these qualifying citizens.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS:

SENIOR CITIZENS ADDITIONAL HOMESTEAD TAX EXEMPTION

SECTION 1. That Ordinance 99-02 of the City of West Miami is hereby amended to
grant an additional Homestead exemption from the now existing exemption of $25,000.00 to
$50,000.00 to qualifying seniors 65 years or older who have legal or equitable title to real
estate and maintain their permanent residence in that property and whose combined
household income does not exceed amounts as stated herein.

DEFINITIONS

(1) As used in this section, the term:

(@) “Household” means a person or group of persons living together in a room or
group of rooms as a housing unit, but the term does not include persons boarding in or
renting a portion of the dwelling.

(b) “Household income” means the adjusted gross income, as defined in s. 62 of the
United States Internal Revenue Code, of all members of a household.
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MAXIMUM HOUSEHOLD INCOME AND QUALIFICATIONS AND ANNUAL
HOUSEHOLD ADJUSTMENT

SECTION 2. Beginning January 1, 2001, the $20,000 income limitation shall be
adjusted annually, on January 1, by the percentage change in the average cost-of-living index
in the period January 1 through December 31 of the immediate prior year compared with the
same period for the year prior to that. The index is the average of the monthly consumer-
price-index figures for the stated 12-month period, relative to the United States as a whole,
issued by the United States Department of Labor. The income limitation as of December 31,
2012 is $27,030.00. Every year therafter, the annual income limitation shall be adjusted
according to Section 196.05, Florida Statutes.

APPLICABLE TIME OF EXEMPTION

SECTION 3.  This additional exemption shall be available commencing with the
enactment of this ordinance for the year 2013 tax roll, by filing the appropriate application,
using the appropriate forms and requirements by the Department of Revenue and
Department of the Property Appraiser and submitting to the Property Appraiser's Office.

Every person claiming the additional homestead exemption provided in this section
must file an application with the Miami-Dade Property Appraiser not later than March 1 of
each year for which such exemption is claimed. Such application shall include a sworn
statement of household income for all members of the household and shall be filed on a form
prescribed by the state department of revenue.

Failure to file the application and sworn statement by March 1 or failure to file the
required supporting documentation by June 1 of any given year shall constitute a waiver of
the additional exemption privilege for that year.

ORDINANCE APPROVAL

SECTION 4. This Ordinance, granting an additional homestead exemption as
authorized by Section 196.075, Florida Statutes must be adopted by a super majority
(majority plus one) vote of the members of the City of West Miami Commission.

SECTION 5.  The additional homestead exemption if granted, shall be applicable
to all ad valorem tax millage rates levied by the City of West Miami.

NOTIFICATION TO THE PROPERTY APPRAISER

SECTION 6. That the City Clerk shall deliver a certified copy of this
ordinance to the Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser prior to March 1, 2013.

SECTION 7. If any clause, section or other part of this Ordinance shall be held
invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this
Ordinance shall not be affected thereby, but shall remain in full force and effect.

Page 3 of 4 Ordinance # 2013-02



SECTION 8. This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and shall be
included in the Code of Ordinances of the City of West Miami.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 20t day of February, 2013.

APPROVED:

LULY Dols—

EDUARDO H. MUHINA, MAYOR

ATTEST:

ol Gouyplf

ANNERY GONZALEZ, CITY CLERK

APPROVEﬁi fﬁ’[ AND SUFFICIENCY:

JOSE A. VILL "ITY ATTORNEY

ROLL CALL VOTE:

MAYOR EDUARDO H. MUHINA
VICE-MAYOR LUCIANO L. SUAREZ
COMMISSIONER CANDIDA BLANCA
COMMISSIONER JUAN M. BLANES
COMMISSIONER ELSA J. VAZQUEZ

et bt bt et bt
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