ORDINANCE # 2015-04

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
WEST MIAMI RATIFYING EXISTING RESPONSIBILITIES OF MAINTENANCE
OF THE WATER DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI
WATER AND SEWER SYSTEM; REAFFIRMING THE EXISTING POLICIES OF
THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI AS TO THE RESPONSIBILITY OF BREAKAGE AND
PLUMBING FAILURE INSIDE OF PROPERTY LINE; REAFFIRMING THE
EXISTING POLICY AND FURTHER CLARIFYING THE MITIGATION PROGRAM
IN CASES OF EXCESS CONSUMPTION DUE TO PLUMBING AND LINE
FAILURE INSIDE PRIVATE PROPERTY LINE; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the City of West Miami owns and operates the City's water facilities including
all pipes, water pumps, water meters, etc.; and

WHEREAS, the City of West Miami owns and operates the City's sewer system; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission has sole authority to establish water rates, sources of
supplies and methods of operation of water and sewer services; and

WHEREAS, the City of West Miami purchases water in bulk rates from Miami-Dade
County, Florida; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission establishes water rates which are billed to property
owners for water and sewer services according to the consumption established by water meters
which monitor said consumption; and

WHEREAS, the City of West Miami is responsible for the maintenance and repair of the
distribution system up to the water meter installed in each private property of the City of West
Miami; and

WHEREAS, the owner of the property serviced by the City is responsible for the piping
lines from the water meter to the dwelling or property; and

WHEREAS, on occasion, there are leakages and breakages of the pipes from the water
meter to the private dwelling or property causing water to be dispersed and leaked inside of the
property line causing the water meter to register use and consumption by the property owner of
waters in excess of the actual consumption by the property owner; and
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WHEREAS, the property owner is responsible for any leakage or breakage inside the
property line; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to reaffirm the existing mitigation guidelines and
further expanding and clarifying said guidelines as it pertains to charges of water and sewer services
to property owners which have had leakages or breakages beyond the water meter and inside of
their property line; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission believes that the guidelines established herein will be a
fair and equitable uniform system to mitigate water leakages and pipe breakages inside property
lines of property owners.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The above recitals are herein adopted as if fully stated herein.

SECTION 2. The City of West Miami is responsible for the operation and maintenance
of the water distribution system of the City of West Miami.

SECTION 3. Property owners are fully responsible for any breakage of water or sewer
lines or failure of the plumbing system inside their property lines.

SECTION 4. Property owners are fully responsible for obtaining a plumbing permit
from the City of West Miami prior to any plumbing work to be performed for said leakage,
breakage and said property owners are fully responsible for the cost of the permit, inspection
services and close out of said permit.

SECTION 5. Water charges accumulated due to water dispersion or breakage inside of
the property line has been the responsibility of the property owner.

SECTION 6. The City of West Miami reaffirms its one-time mitigation program for
water and sewer charges incurred as a result of a broken water or sewer line or leakage inside the
property line.

SECTION 7. The City Manager or his/her designee has the responsibility of
implementing the mitigation program and the decision of the City Manager or his/her designee
shall be final as to the water and sewer charges.

SECTION 8. In the event that water charges, as measured by the City installed water
meters, exceeds the average of four (4) prior billing cycles, the City Manager is hereby
authorized to mitigate charges as follows:

a. 50% of the charges of the sewage fees

b. 10% of the charges of water consumption according to the reading of the
water meter installed by the City.
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SECTION 9. Inclusion in the Code. It is the intention of the City Commission that the
provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the code of the City of West
Miami, Florida as amended.

SECTION 10. This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 6th day of May, 2015.
APPROVED
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EDUARDO MUHINA, MAYOR
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CITY CLERK
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Roll Call Vote

ROLL CALL VOTE:

MAYOR EDUARDO H. MUHINA
VICE-MAYOR JUAN M. BLANES
COMMISSIONER CANDIDA BLANCA
COMMISSIONER RHONDA A. RODRIGUEZ
COMMISSIONER LUCIANO L. SUAREZ
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Date of 1st reading: April 1st, 2015
Date of publication: April 15t, 2015

Date of 2nd reading: May 6th, 2015
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