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                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  
                                                                           COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

              REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                            WEDNESDAY, MAY 7TH, 2014 
               7:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                 WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 
 
 

1. INVOCATION.  City Manager Yolanda Aguilar gave the Invocation. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. Police Captain Carlos Avila led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. ROLL CALL. The meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:40 P.M. Present were 
Mayor Eduardo H. Muhiña, Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes, Commissioner Candida Blanca, 
Commissioner Rhonda A. Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez.  

 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: Mayor Muhiña requested taking Item 11 A) out of order.  All were in favor. 
 

4. PRESENTATION OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL FOR APRIL 14TH, 2014 INDUCTION 
CEREMONY, APRIL 16TH, 2014 CHARTER REVIEW BOARD MEETING AND APRIL 
16TH, 2014 REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING.  Commissioner Rodriguez made 
a motion approving the Minutes as presented.  The Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Suarez.  All were in favor. 

 
5. REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER. The City Manager submitted a verbal report, which 

included the following: 
 

- 4th of July event  
- Budget preparations 

- Easter Egg Hunt expense report 
 

6. REPORT OF THE CITY ATTORNEY. No report submitted. 
 

7. REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER. No report submitted. 
 

8. COMMITTEE REPORTS. No reports. 
 

9.      CITIZEN PRESENTATIONS. The following person spoke: 
 

 Elliot Asbel, resident of 15357 S.W. 77th Court, Palmetto Bay, FL. 
 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 
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11. NEW BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS: 
  
A)     FIRST READING; PUBLIC HEARING: AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST 

MIAMI, FLORIDA, AMENDING SECTION 1 “DEFINITIONS”, SECTION 3 
“DISTRICTS” SECTION 3.2, SECTION 4.2 “A” USE APARTMENT DISTRICT 
SECTIONS 4.21, 4.22, 4.25, 4.26 AND 4.27, SECTION 4.3 “C” COMMERCIAL/MIXED 
USE DISTRICT 4.32-1, 4.32-2, 4.32-3, 4.32-4, 4.32-7 AND 4.34, AND SECTION 5 “OFF 
STREET PARKING REQUIREMENTS” OF ZONING ORDINANCE 282, AS 
AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NOS. 2005-02 AND 2013-01, CREATING SECTION 3.10 
ENTITLED “DENSITY AVERAGING”; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
The City Clerk informed the Public Hearing of this Ordinance was advertised in the Miami 
Herald on April 24th, 2014 following statutory requirements. Upon motion by Vice-Mayor 
Blanes, second by Commissioner Blanca and unanimous 5-0 voice vote, the foregoing first 
reading of this Ordinance was approved. 

 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: Mayor Muhiña requested taking Item 11 G) out of order. 
 
B)     REQUEST FOR MITIGATION OF CODE ENFORCEMENT LIENS FOR CODE 

VIOLATIONS AT THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1526 S.W. 63RD AVE, WEST MIAMI, 
FLORIDA, AND OWNER FIRE HOUSE INVESTMENT CORP. Juan Pena, Chief Code 
Enforcement Officer submitted a verbal report about the fines incurred by the previous 
property owners. Property owners Nabi Ferra and Einar Ojito for Fire House Investment 
Corp. requested mitigation of the liens for Code violations at the before mentioned 
property. After a brief discussion it was agreed unanimously to mitigate the fines for the 
amount of eleven thousand nine hundred fifty-one dollars and fifty-one cents ($11,951.51). 

 
From the public, the following person spoke: 

 
Elliot Asbel, resident of 15357 S.W. 77th Court, Palmetto Bay, FL. 

 

C) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 
MIAMI AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ACCEPT A MITIGATION 
SETTLEMENT  IN THE AMOUNT OF ELEVEN THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FIFTY-
ONE DOLLARS AND FIFTY-ONE CENTS ($11,951.51) FROM FIRE HOUSE 
INVESTMENT CORP. ON CODE ENFORCEMENT LIENS FOR CODE VIOLATIONS 
AT THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1526 S.W. 63RD AVE, WEST MIAMI, FL; 
PROVIDING THAT IF PAYMENT IN FULL IS NOT PAID BY MAY 8TH, 2014, THEN 
THE AMOUNT OWED SHALL REVERT TO THE ORIGINAL AMOUNT; PROVIDING 
FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Commissioner Suarez made a motion to approve the Resolution.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Blanes.  All were in favor. 
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NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Mayor instructed the City Clerk to proceed with the regular 
order of the Agenda, with item 4. 
 

D) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
WEST MIAMI AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A MUTUAL AID 
AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF CORAL GABLES POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR 
CONTINUED MUTUAL POLICE SUPPORT; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. Police Captain Carlos Avila gave details of the Mutual Aid Agreement.  Upon 
motion by Vice-Mayor Blanes, second by Commissioner Suarez and unanimous 4-0 vote, 
the foregoing Resolution was adopted.  

 

E) FOLLOW-UP REPORT ON 4TH OF JULY PREPARATIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATION ON FIREWORKS DISPLAY. The City Manager submitted a 
report on the projected cost of the fireworks display for the 4th of July event. The City 
Manager further recommended approval of the estimate of $7,500.00 by Fireworks 
Displays Unlimited. 

 

F)  RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 
MIAMI AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO  ENTER  INTO  AN  
AGREEMENT WITH FIREWORKS DISPLAYS UNLIMITED FOR AN AMOUNT OF 
SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND ZERO CENTS ($7,500.00) FOR 
THE 2014 - 4TH OF JULY FIREWORKS DISPLAY TO BE FUNDED BY THE CITY OF 
WEST MIAMI RECREATION CENTER ENTERPRISE FUND ACCOUNT #572-428, 
TITLED SPECIAL EVENTS; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Upon motion by 
Commissioner Rodriguez, second by Commissioner Suarez and unanimous 4-0 vote, the 
foregoing Resolution was adopted. 

 

G) DUSCUSSION RE: ENDORSING THE MISSION OF THE PETS’ TRUST MIAMI AND 
ENCOURAGING THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY TO FUND IMPROVED ANIMAL SERVICE PROGRAMS IN 
THE 2014-2015 MIAMI-DADE COUNTY BUDGET. Vice-Mayor Blanes expressed the 
request to adopt a Resolution in support of the Pets’ Trust initiative to encourage animal 
service programs was brought to his attention by Irene Secada, activist for the Pets’ Trust. 
The following persons spoke before the City Commission in support of the item: 

 
  - Rita Schwartz, 7100 S.W. 133rd Street, Miami 
  - Michael Rosenberg, 13030 N. Calusa Drive, Miami 
  - Maria Gonzalez-Rauchmann, 1750 S.W. 63rd Avenue, Miami 
  - Jennifer Romeu, 8900 S.W. 6th Lane, Miami 
  - Ileana Nazer, 5801 S.W. 7th Street, Miami 
  - Irene Secada, 1172 S. Dixie Hwy, #238, Coral Gables 
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  Continued… 
 
  After a brief discussion the City Attorney was instructed to draft a Resolution representing 

the thoughts of the City Commission on the matter, and said Resolution be proposed at the 
City Commission meeting of May 21st, 2014. 

 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: Commissioner Blanca was excused from the meeting at 8:30 P.M. 
 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Mayor requested to proceed with items 11 B) and C) acting upon 
the recommendation of the City Clerk. 
 
H) REPORT BY THE CITY MANAGER RE: INSTITUTION OF ONLINE PAYMENT 

FEATURE FOR UTILITY BILLING AND GARBAGE FEES AND REQUEST FOR 
RESOLUTION FOR SOFTWARE UPGRADE NEEDED TO ACCOMPLISH THIS TASK.  
The City Manager informed about the services Xerox will be providing under the 
Agreement and recommended approval. 

 

I) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 
MIAMI AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO IMPLEMENT AN ONLINE 
PAYMENT OPTION FOR PAYMENT OF UTILITY BILLS (WATER, SEWER, 
STORMWATER AND GARBAGE FEES) AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT AGREEMENT WITH XEROX (SOFTWARE 
PROVIDER)FOR THE PURPOSE OF MODIFYING THE SOFTWARE THAT IS 
REQUIRED FOR THE CITY TO IMPLEMENT THE ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION; 
PROVIDING FOR AN AMOUNT OF TWO THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS 
($2,200.00) TO BE FUNDED WITH THE USE OF IMPACT FEES FOR GENERAL 
SERVICES AND UTILITIES; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Upon motion by 
Commissioner Rodriguez, second by Vice-Mayor Blanes and unanimous 4-0 vote, the 
foregoing Resolution was adopted. 

  
J)  REPORT BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER AND REQUEST FOR 

RESOLUTION RE: CLOSE-OUT REPORT OF HURRICANE KATRINA AND 
REQUEST FOR A REIMBURSEMENT TO THE OFFICE OF EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT STATE OF FLORIDA. The City Manager informed the Florida Division 
of Emergency Management has performed a financial reconciliation of Hurricane Katrina.  
The reconciliation has found that $59,491.64 have been overpaid due to project underruns 
or deobligations. Therefore, the City should pay the amount of $ 7,754.38 in overpaid 
funds.  The City Manager recommended approval. 
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K) RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
THE WEST MIAMI AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO REIMBURSE THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT THE 
AMOUNT OF SEVEN THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY-FOUR DOLLARS AND 
THIRTY-EIGHT CENTS ($7,754.38) FOR HURRICANE KATRINA RECONCILIATION; 
PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Commissioner Suarez made a motion approving 
the Resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Blanes.  All were in 
favor. 

 

L) RECOMMENDATION OF DESIGN CRITERIA PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
PROPOSAL BY TY LIN, INTERNATIONAL IN SUPPORT OF A DESIGN BUILD 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR PUBLIC WORKS BUILDING. The City 
Manager requested deferral of this item and items 11 M) and N) due to the fact that the 
engineers asked to be excused for family reasons. The aforesaid items would be included in 
the May 21st, 2014 Regular Commission meeting Agenda. 

 
M) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 

MIAMI AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A PROPOSAL FOR 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR DESIGN CRITERIA IN SUPPORT OF A DESIGN 
BUILD PROJECT KNOWN AS THE NEW PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY BUILDING AS 
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 
MIAMI IN THE AMOUNT OF THIRTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($35,000.00) TO 
BE FUNDED BY DESIGNATED RESERVES, PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Item deferred. 

 

N) RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXPEND A TOTAL OF        
FORTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($45,000.00) IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
PREPARATION OF A DESIGN DOCUMENT PACKAGE FOR THE PROPOSED 
ILLUMINATION AND ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT OF 
INTERSECTIONS WITH TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICES UNDER THE LAP (LOCAL 
AGENCY PROGRAM) FOR THE PEDESTRIAN AND TRAFFIC SAFETY PROGRAM; 
PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Item deferred. 

    
12.  GOOD OF THE ORDER. Vice-Mayor Blanes thanked Elliot Asbel for always contributing 

his wisdom and always bringing ideas for the progress of the City. 
    
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the City Commission, the meeting was 
declared adjourned at 9:10 P.M. 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY ANNERY GONZALEZ, CITY CLERK 


