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                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  

                                                                               MINUTES                                      
 

            CHARTER REVIEW BOARD MEETING
                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                            WEDNESDAY, MAY 7TH, 2014 
              5:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                 WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. No Pledge of Allegiance required on Board meetings. 

2. ROLL CALL. The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:40 P.M. Present were Mayor 
Eduardo H. Muhiña, Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes, Commissioner Candida Blanca, 
Commissioner Rhonda A. Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez.  

From the Charter Review Board present were Maria Diaz, Ralph de la Rosa, Frank 
Hernandez, Joan Parker, Evelyn Paz, Alex Soto and Mitchell Zuriarrain. Neyda Galvez, 
Ralph Orelle, Jr. and Irene Rodriguez were absent. 

3. CITIZENS PRESENTATIONS. No presentations. 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF APRIL 16, 2014 MEETING.  Minutes were approves by 
unanimous voice vote. 

5. NEW BUSINESS   

A. OPENING REMARKS. Mayor Muhiña gave the opening remarks. 

B. Schedule of next Charter Review Board meeting. Unanimously, it was agreed to 
hold the next Charter Review Board Meeting on May 21st, 2014 at 5:30 P.M. 

C. Review Charter Review Board organization structure.  The City attorney briefly 
explained about the deadlines to submit request for Charter amendments.  The 
City Clerk informed the 2014 Ballot Issues deadline were as follows:  

For the Primary Elections of August 26th, 2014 the deadline was June 6th, 2014 

For the General Election of November 4th, 2014 the deadline was August 5th, 2014  

D. Revisit issues discussed at Charter Review Board meeting of April 16, 2014. The 
City Attorney gave a brief overview of the most important topics discussed at the 
meeting of April 16th, 2014. 

E. Review Article IV – Administrative, Section 4.01 – 4.04. Pending further review. 
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F. Review Article III – Title. Qualifications, Section 3.01 – 3.08. 

NOTE : Words stricken through and/or [[double bracketed]] shall be deleted.  Words 
underscored and/or >>double arrowed<< constitute the amendment proposed.  Remaining 
provisions are now in effect and remain unchanged. 

The following Charter amendments were proposed and voted on: 

Section 3.01 City Commission; powers, compositions, form of government. 

- The City Attorney recommended adding  “Form of Government” to the title. 

Motion by Vice-Mayor Blanes, second by Commissioner Blanca.  All were in 
favor. 

- There shall be a City Commission with all legislative powers of the City vested 
therein, consisting of five (5) members, being a Mayor and four (4) 
commissioners who shall be residents and electors of the City, elected by the 
electors qualified voters of the City. Wherever there appears in the City Charter 
reference to or designation of Council or Councilman such reference or 
designation shall be Commission or Commissioner respectively. 

Motion by Commissioner Suarez, second by Commissioner Blanca. All were in 
favor. 

Section3.02 - Qualifications. 

 

- Any elector of the City who has been a resident for three (3) years immediately 

prior to the first qualification date shall be eligible to hold the office of City 

Council member, as long as he remains a resident. The Council City Clerk shall 

be the judge of the election and qualification of its members and of the grounds 

for forfeiture of their office. A member charged with conduct constituting 

grounds for forfeiture of his office shall be entitled to a public hearing on 

demand, and notice of such hearing shall be published in one (1) or more 

newspapers of general circulation in the City at least one (1) week in advance of 

the hearing. Council members shall hold no other public office other than 

notary public.  

Motion by Vice-Mayor Blanes, second by Commissioner Blanca.  All were in 
favor.  
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3.02 -  Qualifications. 

- Any elector of the City who has been a resident for three (3) years immediately 

prior to the first qualification date shall be eligible to hold the office of City 

Council member, as long as he remains a resident. The Council City Clerk shall 

be the judge of the election and qualification of its members and of the grounds 

for forfeiture of their office. A member charged with conduct constituting 

grounds for forfeiture of his office shall be entitled to a public hearing on 

demand, and notice of such hearing shall be published in one (1) or more 

newspapers of general circulation in the City at least one (1) week in advance of 

the hearing. Council members shall hold no other public office other than 

notary public.  

Motion to relocate the stricken through words to Section 3.05 b) by Ralph de la 
Rosa, second by Vice-Mayor Blanes.  All were in favor. 

 

- Any elector of the City who has been a resident for three (3) two (2) years 

immediately prior to the first qualification date shall be eligible to hold the 

office of City Council member, as long as he remains a resident. The Council 

City Clerk shall be the judge of the election and qualification of its members 

and of the grounds for forfeiture of their office. A member charged with 

conduct constituting grounds for forfeiture of his office shall be entitled to a 

public hearing on demand, and notice of such hearing shall be published in one 

(1) or more newspapers of general circulation in the City at least one (1) week 

in advance of the hearing. Council members shall hold no other public office 

other than notary public.  

 Motion by Vice-Mayor Blanes, second by Commissioner Suarez.   
  
In favor: 

Mayor Eduardo H. Muhiña, Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes, Commissioner 
Rhonda A. Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez,  Ralph de la 
Rosa, Frank Hernandez, Joan Parker, Evelyn Paz, Alex Soto and Mitchell 
Zuriarrain. 

Against: 
 
 Commissioner Candida Blanca and Maria Diaz 
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- Any elector of the City who has been a resident for three (3) two (2) years  and 

has a minimum age of 21 years immediately prior to the first qualification date 

shall be eligible to hold the office of City Council member, as long as he 

remains a resident. The Council City Clerk shall be the judge of the election and 

qualification of its members and of the grounds for forfeiture of their office. A 

member charged with conduct constituting grounds for forfeiture of his office 

shall be entitled to a public hearing on demand, and notice of such hearing 

shall be published in one (1) or more newspapers of general circulation in the 

City at least one (1) week in advance of the hearing. Council members shall 

hold no other public office other than notary public.  

Motion by Commissioner Suarez, second by Ralph de la Rosa.  All were in favor. 
 
In closing, the City Attorney proposed the following language for Section 3.02 
Qualifications: 
 
Any elector of the City who has been a resident for two (2) years preceding 
qualification date may qualify for candidacy for the office of the Mayor or City 
Commissioner by filing a written Notice of Candidacy with the City Clerk in such 
matter as prescribed by ordinance and by paying the Clerk the Qualifying fee and 
by complying with State Statutes.  The City Clerk, acting as the Supervisor of 
Elections shall be the qualifying agent of the City election.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Suarez, second by Ralph de la Rosa. All were in favor 
 
 

Section 3.04 Compensation and expenses 
 
 

The Council may, at a regularly called meeting and by a four-fifths (4/5) 
affirmative vote, approve additional expenses for Council members for travel 
and/or per diem expenses within the State of Florida, provided, however, such 
travel and per diem expenses are for the direct benefit and/or direct city business. 
It is not the intent hereby to permit payment of expenses and/or per diem 
expenses for travel for attendance at seminars, conventions, dinners, for lobbying 
purposes or for other such uses. Expenses for travel and/or per diem expenses 
shall be limited to that as is provided for within the Statutes of the State of Florida. 

 
Motion by Commissioner Rodriguez, second by Commissioner Suarez.  All were 
in favor. 
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- Commissioner Suarez recommended the following: 

 
The Council may, at a regularly called meeting and by a four-fifths (4/5) 
affirmative vote, approve additional expenses for Council members for travel 
and/or per diem expenses within the State of Florida, provided, however, such 
travel and per diem expenses are for the direct benefit and/or direct city business. 
 
This item was tabled until the May 21st, 2014 Charter Review Board meeting. 
 
 

Section 3.05 – Vacancies; forfeiture of office; filling of vacancies. 
 
 

(8) Registration books shall be governed by the Miami Dade County Elections 

Department and Florida Statutes. remain open on regular business days until 

ten (10) days prior to such special election; provided, however, that if said 

final day for registration shall fall on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday, the 

books shall remain open an extra day.  
 

Motion by Commissioner Suarez, second by Mitchell Zuriarrain.  All were in 
favor. 

 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The City Attorney recommended having the Charter 
amendments proposed at the General Election of November 4th, 2014.  Alex Soto motioned 
to follow the Attorney’s recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Suarez.  All were in favor. 

 
 

6. GOOD OF THE ORDER: None. 

7. ADJOURNMENT. There being no further business before the Charter Review Board, the 
meeting was declared adjourned by the Mayor at 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY ANNERY GONZALEZ, CITY CLERK 

 
 


