
 
                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  

                                                                           COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

              REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                           WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20TH, 2017 
              7:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 

 
1. INVOCATION.  The City Manager gave the Invocation. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. Police Captain Carlos Avila led the Pledge of Allegiance 

3. ROLL CALL.  The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. Present were Mayor 
Eduardo H. Muhina, Vice-Mayor Candida Blanca, Commissioner Juan M. Blanes, 
Commissioner Rhonda A. Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez. 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The City Clerk was excused. 

4. PRESENTATION OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL FOR AUGUST 16TH, 2017 CHARTER 
REVIEW BOARD MEETING. Vice-Mayor Blanca motioned to approve the Minutes as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Suarez.  All voted in favor. 

 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL FOR AUGUST 16TH, 2017 REGULAR 
CITY COMMISSION MEETING. Commissioner Rodriguez motioned to approve the 
Minutes as presented, seconded by Vice-Mayor Blanca.  All were in favor. 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL FOR SEPTEMBER 5TH, 2017 SPECIAL 
CITY COMMISSION MEETING. Vice-Mayor Blanca motioned to approve the Minutes as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Suarez.  All voted in favor. 

 
5. REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER.  The City Manager submitted a verbal report on the 

status of the trees along SW 62nd Avenue damaged by Hurricane Irma and the possibility to 
salvage those trees. The City Manager further expressed there are no funds allocated for the 
intended purpose and reimbursement by FEMA was uncertain. Mayor Muhina instructed the 
City Manager to get a quotation and inquire about reimbursement by FEMA and/or Miami-
Dade County. Commissioner Blanes motioned to declare an emergency and save the trees. 
Commissioner Rodriguez made a friendly amendment to wait for the cost of replanting and 
seek reimbursement by FEMA and/or County. The Mayor also added to approve for a cap of 
$ 10,000.00.  All were in favor. 

 Also there was a discussion regarding debris removal by FPL. 
 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The City Manager requested to defer items 6 and 7 and 8 until a later 
time, 9:30 P.M. and /or before.  All were in favor. 
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6. REPORT OF THE CITY ATTORNEY.  The City Attorney reported on the closing of the loan 
with City National Bank, which was authorized on emergency basis due to Hurricane Irma. The 
City Attorney recommended, as previously approved, to authorize the City manager to execute 
such loan.  All were in favor 

7. REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER. None. 

8. COMMITTEE REPORT. The Mayor, Commissioner Blanes, Commissioner Rodriguez and 
Commissioner Suarez thanked all those who worked diligently during the pre-storm and post-
storm preparations and recovery from Hurricane Irma.  

 
Tania Rozio, 6536 SW 22nd ST, West Miami addressed the Commission. 

9. CITIZEN PRESENTATIONS: 

Natalie Milian,  resident of 6170 SW 19 ST addressed the Commission and expressed that in 
light of the recent natural disasters in Puerto Rico and the Florida Key she asked the 
Commission to consider collecting items and designate a location for people to drop off 
donations of non-perishable food and supplies. 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD:  The City Manager requested deferring all unfinished business items, 
and to hear items 11 F) and G) and H). All were in favor. 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
 

A) NOMINATION OF ALTERNATE MEMBERS TO THE CHARTER REVIEW BOARD. 
Commissioner Rodriguez nominated Eric Diaz-Padron as Alternate Member to the Charter 
Review Board 

 
B) NOMINATION OF MEMBER TO THE CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD. 

Commissioner Suarez nominated Natalie Milian to the Code Enforcement Board. 
 
C) FOLLOW-UP REPORT BY CITY MANAGER RE: ESTIMATED COST OF STREET 

SIGNS. The City Manager requested postponing this item until the October 4th, 2017   
Commission meeting.  All were in favor. 
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11. NEW BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS:  

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS - FINAL BUDGET 

 
A) SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL CITY BUDGETS FOR FY 2017-2018.  The 

City Manager presented her Budget Message for FY 2017-2018. 

B) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA ESTABLISHING THE 2017 
FINAL MILLAGE RATES UPON ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY WITHIN 
THE CITY LIMITS FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE AMOUNTS APPROPRIATED IN 
THE 2017-2018 FINAL BUDGET. Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Blanca, second by 
Commissioner Suarez and unanimous 5/0 voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was 
approved and entered into the record. 

 
C) PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FINAL CITY BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 ALL 

CITY FUNDS. The Mayor opened the Public Hearing.  There being no comments in favor or 
against by the public, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing. 

 

D) RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE FINAL BUDGETS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018. Upon 
motion by Commissioner Suarez, second by Commissioner Rodriguez and unanimous 5/0 
voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was approved and entered into the record. 

 

E) RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI FLORIDA ADOPTING THE FINAL 
WATER ENTERPRISE FUND BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2017-2018 IN THE SUM OF 
EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY-SIX THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED TEN DOLLARS 
AND  ZERO CENTS.  ($876,310.00). Upon motion by Commissioner Suarez, second by 
Commissioner Rodriguez and unanimous 5/0 voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was 
approved and entered into the record. 
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REGULAR MEETING – AGENDA ITEMS 

A) CONTINUED FROM 8/16/2017: 
 

SECOND READING; PUBLIC HEARING: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND 
CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO 
ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM FOR  SIX MONTHS FROM  THE 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE ON THE ACCEPTANCE, REVIEW, 
APPROVAL OR ISSUANCE OF ANY LAND DEVELOPMENT PERMITS AS THE 
TERM IS DEFINED IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 163.3164(16), BUSINESS TAX 
RECEIPTS OR ANY OTHER LICENSE OR PERMIT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OR 
OPERATION OF DISPENSING FACILITIES WITHIN THE CITY ENGAGED IN THE 
ON-SITE DISTRIBUTION, SALE, DELIVERY OR RETAIL OF LOW-THC CANNABIS, 
MEDICAL CANNABIS OR CANNABIS DELIVERY DEVICES PURSUANT TO 
SECTIONS 381.986 AND 499.0295 OF THE FLORIDA STATUTES, IN ORDER TO 
PROVIDE THE CITY WITH AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW THE NEW CANNABIS 
BILL (SB 8-A, 3rd ENGROSSED) COMPASSIONATE MEDICAL CANNABIS ACT; 
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION HEREOF; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCE PROVISIONS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE RETROACTIVE TO FIRST READING OF 
THIS ORDINANCE; FOR ZONING IN PROGRESS PURPOSES, THIS ORDINANCE 
SHALL BE EFFECTIVE UPON FIRST READING OF THIS  ORDINANCE.  This Public 
Hearing was advertised on a newspaper of general circulation.  Commissioner Suarez 
motioned to approve the Ordinance as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Rodriguez.  All voted in favor. 

 
B) PUBLIC HEARING: 

PROPERTY ADDRESSES: 2201, 2281 SW 67 AVENUE, 6547, 6557, 6567 AND 6577 SW 23 
STREET AND 6546, 6556, 6566, 6576 SW 22 STREET, WEST MIAMI, FL. 33155 

 
APPLICANT: VALENTINA VIEW, LLC. AND VALENTINA PROPCO, LLC 

4949 SW 75TH AVE, MIAMI, FL 33155 
 

SUPPD# 2017-001 
 

APPLICANTS REQUEST A "SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR PLANNED DEVELOPMENT" 
FOR THE PROPERTY AT 2201, 2281 SW 67 AVENUE 6547, 6557, 6567 AND 6577 SW 23 
STREET AND 6546, 6556, 6566, 6576, SW 22 STREET, WEST MIAMI, FL. 33155. THE 
PROPERTY AT 2201, 2281 SW 67 AVENUE TOTALS 254.47 FEET WIDE BY 156.64 FEET 
LONG  AND  THE  PROPERTIES  AT  6547,  6557,  6567  AND  6577  SW  23  STREET 
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TOTALING 152.28 FEET WIDE BY 240 FEET LONG AND 6546, 6556, 6566 AND 6576 SW 
22 STREET TOTALING 152.28 FEET WIDE BY 240 FEET LONG. THE TOTAL 
ACREAGE FOR THE "C" PARCEL IS 1.3281 ACRES AND THE TOTAL ACREAGE OF 
THE "R5" OFF-STREET PARKING FOR COMMERCIAL PARCEL IS 0.8374 AND THE 
TOTAL ACREAGE FOR THE "R2" DUPLEX IS 0.4187 FOR A COMBINE TOTAL OF 
2.5843 ACRES. THE PARCELS OF LAND ARE WITHIN THE "MIXED USE CORRIDOR. 
THE APPLICANT IS REQUESTING TO BUILD 8 STORIES BUILDING ON THE FRONT 
PARCELS AND A FIVE STORY BUILDING ON THE REAR PARCELS 
SURROUNDING THE THREE STORIES OF PARKING GARAGE WITH ONE 
UNDERGROUND PARKING LEVEL. THE BUILDING CONSISTS OF 228 
RESIDENTIAL UNITS AND 110 LIVE/WORK UNITS WITH A TOTAL SQUARE 
FOOTAGE OF 249,105. ZONING ORDINANCE 282 SEC.2B, 4.23, 4.3, 4.32-4 ORD. 2014-
01. Hugo Arza, Esq., Holland and Knight, LLP, on behalf of the applicant, 701 Brickell AVE, 
Suite 3300 Miami, FL 33131 provided details of the project along with drawings. 
The Director of Planning and Zoning answered questions made by the Mayor. 
The Mayor opened the Public Hearing and the following person spoke: 

  
- Tania Rozio, 6536 SW 22nd ST, West Miami 
 
The Director of Public Works informed the Planning and Zoning Board held a Public 
Hearing on the application on August 29th, 2017 where the application was heard and the 
public expressed their concerns. 
 
- Robert Suris, 4949 SW 75th AVE, Miami spoke in support of the project. 

 
Richard Garcia, P.E. President of Richard Garcia and Associates, Inc., 13117 N.W. 107th AVE, 
Suite # 4 Hialeah Gardens, FL 33018 answered questions made by the City Commission and 
provided details about the traffic impact on the area in question. 

 
The Chief of Police Nelson Andreu also submitted a favorable recommendation based on 
experience with developments already established. 

 
- Martha Rodriguez, 1940 SW 63rd AVE, West Miami 
 
There being no comments in favor or against, the Mayor closed the Public Hearing. 
 
A brief discussion led to item 11 H). 
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C) A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI CITY COMMISSION, CITY OF 

WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA, FOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL OF SPECIAL USE PERMIT 
FOR PLANNED DEVELOMENT #2017-001, FOR VALENTINA VIEW, LLC. AND 
VALENTINA PROPCO, LLC 2201, 2281 SW 67 AVENUE, 6547, 6557, 6567 AND 6577 SW 
23 STREET AND 6546, 6556, 6566 ,6576, SW 22 STREET, WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144, 
REQUIREMENTS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN LANDS IN THE CITY OF WEST 
MIAMI AND REQUIRING UNIFICATION OF FOLIOS OF LANDS AND COMPLETE 
DEVELOPMENT OF ALL LANDS AND IN LIEU OF THEREOF,  REQUIRING 
CERTAIN IMPROVEMENTS, DEDICATIONS, COVENANTS AND OTHER TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF UNIFICATION OF FOLIOS BY 
THE APPROPRIATE GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES, APPROVAL BY MIAMI DADE 
COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT AND ANY OTHER REGULATORY 
AGENCY; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Upon motion by Commissioner Suarez, 
second by Commissioner Blanes and unanimous 5/0 voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was 
adopted and entered into the record. 

 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The City Manager requested to hear the Final Budget items. All 
were in favor 

 
D) REQUEST BY MAYOR EDUARDO H. MUHIÑA TO AWARD CERTIFICATES OF 

RECOGNITIONS TO VOLUNTEERS WHO ASSISTED WITH PRE-STORM 
PREPARATIONS.  

 
E) REQUEST BY MAYOR EDUARDO H. MUHIÑA TO RECOGNIZE ARMANDO 

FERNANDEZ @ FLORIDA POWER AND LIGHT CO. REF: POST STORM 
COMMUNICATIONS (MAYOR MUHIÑA) 

 
F) DISCUSSION REGARDING A BACKUP PUMP SYSTEM TO ASSIST WITH THE 

SEWER PUMP STATIONS WHEN THEY ARE DOWN. The Mayor made comments 
regarding sewer pumps and how they operate during storms.  Further, the Mayor addressed the 
need backup generator for the sewer pumps to be used in case of emergency.  The Director of 
Public Works expressed the City is in possession of equipment that can be retrofitted. 
Commissioner Suarez motioned in favor of the Mayor’s recommendation. All were in favor. 
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G) RESOLUTION BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION AUTHORIZING THE 

CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE CONTRACT WITH GREATER MIAMI CATERERS, 
INC. IN CONNECTION WITH THE CATERING SERVICE OFFERED BY THE CITY OF 
WEST MIAMI FOR CONGREGATE AND HOME DELIVERED MEALS PROGRAM TO 
THE WEST MIAMI COMMUNITY CENTER ELDERLY PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR 
CONGREGATE MEAL UNIT PRICE IN THE AMOUNT OF $ 2.99 AND HOME 
DELIVERED MEAL PRICE OF $ 3.87 FROM OCTOBER 1ST, 2017 THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2018 AND $ 3.05 CONGREGATE MEALS AND $ 3.95 HOME 
DELIVERED MEALS FROM OCTOBER 1ST, 2018 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2019; 
PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Commissioner Blanes motioned to approve the 
Resolution with the amendment recommended by the City Manager that the period shall be 
from October 1st, 2017 through September 30th, 2018 ($ 2.99 Congregate Meal price and $3.87 
Home Delivered Meals). The motion was seconded by Vice-Mayor Blanca.  All voted in 
favor. 

 
 
GOOD OF THE ORDER.  Commissioner Blanes spoke in support of the initiative by resident Natalie 
Milian as to the collection of donations for the victims of Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT. There being no further business before the City Commission the meeting was 
declared adjourned at 9:45 P.M. 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
ANNERY GONZALEZ, CMC 
CITY CLER
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