
 
                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  

                                                                           COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

              SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING 
                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                            WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH, 2016 
            7:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  The Mayor led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
2. ROLL CALL.  The meeting was called to order by the Mayor.  Present were Mayor 

Eduardo H. Muhiña, Vice-Mayor Candida Blanca, Commissioner Juan M. Blanes, 
Commissioner Rhonda A. Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez. 

 
3. PRESENTATION  AND RECOMMENDATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO  

THE CITY’S FUTURE LAND USE MAP AND ADOPTION OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ELEMENT INTO THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI COMPREHENSIVE 
MASTER PLAN. Dr. Ned Murray, AICP, Associate Director, The Metropolitan Center, 
Florida International University, 1101 Brickell Avenue, Suite 200 South, Miami, FL 33131 
presented the Comprehensive Plan amendment to include Land Use changes as denoted 
by the Future Land Use Map and introduction of the Economic Element piece. The City 
Manager reported that the Public Hearing and Special Commission meeting had been 
advertised in the Daily Business review and that this meeting was held before the Local 
Planning Agency, who in turn would be recommending to the Mayor and City 
Commission. 

 
4.   A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

WEST MIAMI SITTING AS THE LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY PURSUANT TO 
FLORIDA STATUTES HAS HEARD TESTIMONY OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
TO THE CITY'S COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY'S 
FUTURE LAND USE MAP AS WELL AS THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ELEMENT INTO THE CITY'S COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT MASTER PLAN;  
THE CITY COMMISSION HAS ACCEPTED THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY AND INCORPORATES HEREIN SAID 
RECOMMENDATION; FOR ADOPTION OF FUTURE ACTIONS IN THE 
RECOMMENDATION OF LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY AFTER HEARING 
TESTIMONY BY DR. NED MURRAY AND DR. RALPH ROSADO OF THE FLORIDA 
INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY METROPOLITAN CENTER; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY; INSTRUCTING THE CITY CLERK’S OFFICE TO TRANSMIT THE 
DOCUMENTS TO ALL REGULATING AGENCIES; PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Blanca, second by Commissioner 
Suarez and unanimous 5-0 voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was adopted. 
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5.  REQUEST FOR RESOLUTION RE: STREET CLOSURE/MIAMI-DADE COUNTY 

PUBLIC WORKS. Vice-Mayor Blanca offered a Resolution re-affirming Resolution # 97-
11 expressing concern over Miami-Dade County meddling in City matters.  Her 
sentiments were echoed by Commissioner Blanes, who said the Miami-Dade County had 
enough on their plates and expressed a desire to know who the originator was on the e-
mail sent by Engineer Claudia Diaz from Miami-Dade County even if the city has to 
contact the Commission on Ethics/FBI/CIA or go on a fact finding mission. 

 
6. A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

WEST MIAMI RE-AFFIRMING THE CITY’S MUNICIPAL JURISDICTION AND 
SOVEREIGN AUTHORITY OVER ITS LOCAL ROADS WITHIN MUNICIPAL 
BOUNDARIES BY REAFFIRMINING CITY RESOLUTION NUMBER 97-11, 
PROVIDING FOR A TRANSMITTAL OF SAID RESOLUTION TO MIAMI DADE 
COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, PROVIDING FOR RECORDING OF 
SAID RESOLUTION, PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Upon motion by 
Commissioner Blanes, second by Commissioner Suarez and unanimous 5-0 voice vote, 
the foregoing Resolution was adopted.  

            
     GOOD OF THE ORDER: 

Commissioner Blanes asked for a condolence letter to be sent to Mayor Gimenez on the 
loss of his mother. 
Elliot Asbel, 15345 SW 77th CT, Palmetto Bay, FL spoke in support of Vice-Mayor Blanca’s 
Resolution.  Also stated that the Estates Company should have filed a lawsuit against 
Miami-Dade County and that West Miami should join in the suit. 
The City Manager was instructed to send Vice-Mayor Blanca’s Resolution with 
Resolution # 97-11 and all the accompanying documentation with copies to Public Works 
asking for assistance and clarification to the August 10th, 2016 letter to the Estate 
Companies. 

  
ADJOURNMENT: Commissioner Suarez motioned to adjourn the Special Meeting, 
seconded by Vice-Mayor Blanca. All voted in favor. There being no further business 
before the City Commission the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:55 P.M. 

  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
ANNERY GONZALEZ, CMC 
CITY CLERK 
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