
 

                                                           CITY OF WEST MIAMI  
                                                      COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

                                                     REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                     WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17TH, 2022                                                                

                                            7:30 PM 
                                                             COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

                                                        901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE   
                                                      WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 

             
                                
1. INVOCATION.  Police Major Pedro Delgado gave the Invocation. 

        
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.  The Mayor led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL. The City Commission for the City of West Miami met in regular session on 

Wednesday, August 17th, 2022 beginning at 7:31 PM in the City of West Miami Commission 
Chambers, 901 SW  62nd AVE, West Miami, FL 33144. 

 Present at the Commission Chambers were: Mayor Eric Diaz-Padron, Vice-Mayor Juan M. 
Blanes, Commissioner Candida Blanca, Commissioner Ivan Chavez, Jr. and Commissioner 
Luciano L. Suarez.  

   
 Also in attendance were: City Manager Yolanda Aguilar, City Clerk Annery Gonzalez and City 

Attorney Jose A. Villalobos. 
 

4. PRESENTATION OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL FOR:  
 

July 20th, 2022 Executive Session 
 

 

July 20th, 2022 Regular City Commission Meeting 
 

Commissioner Chavez motioned to approve all minutes as presented.  All voted in favor by a 
5/0 voice vote. 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS.  No comments from the public. 

 
6. REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER.  The City Manager submitted a written and verbal report, 

which included the following: 
 

- Back to School 2022 
- West Miami Community Center 
- End of Summer Camp 2022 
- Resiliency Grant Application 
- Miami-Dade County Office of the Property Appraiser 
- Tentative Budget Hearing: The Tentative Budget Hearing had been scheduled for 

July 6th, 2022.  The Mayor proceeded to cancel the July 7th, 2022 Regular 
Commission meeting and instructed staff to place any item in need to be addressed 
on the Agenda of July 6th, 2022  
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7. REPORT OF THE CITY ATTORNEY. The City attorney reported on Item 11 L). 
 

8. REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER. The City Engineer reported on the following projects: 
 

- City Hall Sidewalks and Pedestrian Walkway Improvements 
- Recreation Center Restroom and Gym Addition 
- Phase 1B Potable Water Improvement Project 
- Drainage Improvements Project 
- Crosswalk Project – Commissioner Chavez inquired about the status of this project.  

The City Engineer responded he is working with Miami-Dade County on the 
requirements 

 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
  

Report of the Mayor. No report. 
 
Report of Recreation Advisory Board Chairman, Commissioner Ivan Chavez, Jr. 

 
- Report Re: Recreation Advisory Board meeting and Application for FRDAP 

Grants.  Commissioner Chavez reported August 31st, 2022 is the deadline to 
apply for the grant. 
Projects:  

o Recreation Center Restroom and Gym Addition 
o Tennis and Racquetball Courts 
o Exercise Equipment at Cooper Park 

Commissioner Chavez asked for a Resolution to allow the Office of the City 
Manager along with the Grant Writer and Public Works Director to submit 
the application for the FRDAP Grant.  Vice-Mayor Blanes made a motion in 
favor of adding the Resolution to the Agenda, seconded by Commissioner 
Suarez. All voted in favor. 
Vice-Mayor Blanes motioned in favor of replacing the aerobic equipment at 
Cooper Park.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Suarez.  All 
voted in favor by a 5/0 voice vote. 
The City Manager noted that in conversations with Mr. Ruano, The Grants 
Writer, she had learned that a Sole Purpose Meeting is needed in order to 
score better on the grant application.  The City Manager recommended 
holding the meeting on the following Tuesday around 5:30 or 6:00 PM.  
Commissioner Chavez was in agreement. 

 
- Report/Update Re: Veterans Day Parade. Commissioner Chavez asked for the 

input of his colleagues about reconvening the Special Events Committee meeting 
in order to consider the Veterans Day Parade.  There was a short discussion.  All 
were in favor of proceeding with the Committee meeting. 
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10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

A) Continued from June 15th, 2022 Commission Meeting: 
 

Request for appeal of decision by the Planning and Zoning Board on application for sign      

permit presented on April 26th, 2022 before the board. 
 

Property address: 6200 SW 8 ST                     Business owner:  Jerry Diaz  
 West Miami, FL 33144 

 
The applicant was not present.  The Director of Planning and Zoning provided details of the 
request.  The Mayor recommended to coordinate with Mr. Diaz to appear before the Commission 
for his appeal, but not to keep the item indefinitely on the Agenda. 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS:  

 
A)   Second Reading; Public Hearing (Continued from June 15th, 2022 Commission Meeting):  
 

ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 
MIAMI AMENDING CHAPTER 4 “ANIMALS AND FOWL,” ARTICLE I, SECTION 4-8 
“EXCEPTIONS” TO ALLOW FOR CITIZENS, AT THEIR OWN EXPENSE, TO HUMANELY 
TRAP CATS FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROVIDING TRANSPORTATION TO A LICENSED 
PROFESSIONAL (VETERINARIAN) TO SPAY OR NEUTER SAID CATS; PROVIDING FOR  
CONFLICT CORRECTION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR 
TRANSMITTAL AND PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. (Mayor Diaz-Padron). The Mayor 
expressed he was waiting to hear from The Cat Network, therefore, he requested to defer this 
item indefinitely. 

 
B) First Reading:  
 

ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 
MIAMI CODIFYING RESOLUTION 2003-02 ESTABLISHING A CITY OF WEST MIAMI 
PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD; SETTING FORTH QUALIFICATIONS AND 
DUTIES FOR SAID BOARD MEMBERS; SETTING GOALS FOR THE ADVISORY BOARD; 
ESTABLISHING METHODOLOGY OF APPOINTMENTS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT 
CORRECTION; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR TRANSMITTAL AND 
PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. (Mayor Diaz-Padron).  The Ordinance was heard on 
First Reading. Commissioner Chavez motioned in favor of the Ordinance, seconded by Vice-
Mayor Blanes.  All voted in favor by a 5/0 voice vote.  The Second Reading and Public Hearing 
of this Ordinance was announced for September 21st, 2022 at 7:30 PM. 
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C) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI 

CREATING A SPECIAL EVENT COMMITTEE UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE MAYOR; 
SETTING FORTH APPOINTMENT OF ITS MEMBERS; SETTING FORTH DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES OF ITS MEMBERS; RECOMMENDING PROCEDURES FOR THE 
COMMITTEE; AND PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. (Mayor Diaz-Padron).  Upon motion 
by Vice-Mayor Blanes, second by Commissioner Blanca and unanimous 5/0 voice vote, the 
foregoing Resolution was approved and entered into the record. 

 
D) Request for mitigation of liens for code violations at the property located at 5780 SW 11th 

Street, West Miami, FL 33144 and owner Yasmin Porteles. The Chief Code Enforcement 
provided the details of the Code Enforcement case stating the property was cited for operating 
business out of the property at the time, storage of equipment and keeping animals that are not 
allowed in the City.  Mrs. Yasmin Porteles was present and stated her name and address for the 
record as: Yasmin Porteles, address 5780 SW 11th ST, Miami, FL 33144.  Mrs. Porteles was 
accompanied by a gentleman whom she referred to as her translator. The Mayor allowed Mrs. 
Porteles to address the Commission in Spanish. Mrs. Porteles read her statement as follows: 

 
- I hereby make an application for review and mitigation of the liens against my 

property Case Numbers: CE2021-1142 and CE2021-1143, the first for operating a 
business without an Occupational License in a residential area and the second for 
storing two trailers on a residential property for a commercial business in violation 
of the City Code.  The first violation was corrected by changing the business 
address on February 24th, 2021 and the second violation was corrected by 
removing the trailers from the property. When the citations were received the fine 
was paid and the tenants cooperated to comply. There was a Code Enforcement 
hearing on January 31st, 2022 that I was unable to attend because I was away.  At 
that time, I thought because the violations were corrected and the fined had been 
paid, that there were no more consequences.  Subsequently I received 
correspondence from the City that the violations were still active.  At that time the 
Code Enforcement Inspector explained to me the needed corrections, I contacted 
the tenants and the pertinent corrections were made.  The property is currently 
vacant undergoing renovations. 

 
There was a discussion.  The total amount owed including penalties and recording fees was in 
the amount of $ 31,865.00.  The City Manager provided her input on the case and recommended 
the mitigation amount of Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00). 
Vice-Mayor Blanes proceeded to make a motion in favor of the City Manager’s recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Suarez. After a brief discussion Vice-Mayor Blanes 
amended his motion to allow Mrs. Porteles to make the payment by September 30th, 2022.  The 
amended motion was seconded by Commissioner Suarez and the City Clerk was instructed to 
read the Resolution (Item 11 E)) for the record.  
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E)   RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE C I T Y  OF WEST MIAMI 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ACCEPT A MITIGATION OFFER IN THE 
AMOUNT OF EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS ($8,000.00) FROM YASMIN PORTELES ON 
CODE ENFORCEMENT LIENS FOR CODE VIOLATIONS AT THE PROPERTY LOCATED 
AT 5780 SW 11 ST, WEST MIAMI, FL; PROVIDING THAT IF PAYMENT IN FULL IS NOT 
PAID BY SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2022, THEN THE AMOUNT OWED SHALL REVERT TO THE 
ORIGINAL LIEN AMOUNT; PROVIDING FOR A N  EFFECTIVE DATE. (City Manager/Chief 
Code Enforcement).  Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Blanes, second by Commissioner Suarez and 
unanimous 5/0 voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was approved and entered into the record. 

 
F) Recommendation by the Office of the City Manager Re: Renewal of the City of West 

Miami’s Medical, Dental, Vision and Prescription Programs for all eligible 
participants/classes through the Florida Municipal Insurance Trust for the period 
commencing 10/1/2022 through 9/30/2023. (City Manager)  
 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The City Manager announced publicly that Miami-Dade Police Officer 
Cesar “Echy” Echaverry had passed away due to gunshot wounds sustained two nights earlier while 
chasing a robbery suspect. There was moment of silence in his honor. 
 
 The City Manager spoke in support of the item and recommended approval. 
 

G)  RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI 
ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER TO 
RENEW THE CITY’S MEDICAL, RX, VISION CARE PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEAR 
COMMENCING 10/1/2022 THROUGH 9/30/23 THROUGH THE FLORIDA MUNICIPAL 
INSURANCE TRUST PROGRAM, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Mayor and City 
Commission). Commissioner Blanca motioned to approve the Resolution as presented.  The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Suarez.  All voted in favor by a 5/0 voice vote. 

 
H)  Recommendation by the Office of the City Manager Re: Engagement Letter from 

independent audit services for period commencing 10/1/2022 through 9/30/2025 to 
include single audit requirements for Federal/State grant money awarded to the City of 
West Miami. (City Manager).  The City Manager welcomed Gerry Donates, the new Director of 
Audit Services at GEMRT. Mr. Donates presented a summary the Financial Statements and the 
significant audit findings. Mr. Donates answered questions in regards to the City’s accounting 
policy, budgetary appropriations and the current financials. 
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I)   RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI 
ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION  FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER TO 
AWARD THE INDEPENDENT AUDIT FOR FY 10/1/2022 THROUGH 9/30/25, WHICH 
INCLUDES THE YEARLY INDEPENDENT AUDIT FOR ALL CITY FUNDS OF THE CITY OF 
WEST MIAMI AND SINGLE AUDITS IN CONNECTION WITH STATE AND FEDERAL 
DOLLARS THAT REQUIRE SINGLE AUDITS TO GEMRT, THE CITY’S INDEPENDENT 
AUDITORS FOR AN AMOUNT OF $62,000 FOR FY 10/1/2022 THROUGH 9/30/2023 FOR 
THE CITY’S AUDIT FOR ALL FUNDS, AND CAP OF $12,000 FOR THE STATE/FEDERAL 
SINGLE AUDIT, PROVIDING FOR A 5% INCREASE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ADJUSTMENT 
FOR THE PERIOD OF TIME COMMENCING 10/1/2023 THROUGH 9/30/2024  9/30/2025, 
INSTRUCTING THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER AND FINANCE DIRECTOR TO 
BUDGET THE AUDIT COSTS, PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Mayor and City 
Commission). A scrivener’s error on the resolution was corrected as noted above.  
Commissioner Blanca motioned in favor of the Resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Suarez.   All voted in favor by a 5/0 voice vote. 

 
J) Report by the Office of the City Manager Re: Acceptance of Interlocal Agreement between 

the City of West Miami and Miami-Dade County Office of Management and Budget, for a 
total of $223, 413.00 for the purchase of a Tree Trimming Truck as described by the 
attached support documentation and request for Resolution. (City Manager).  Vice-Mayor 
Blanes stated it was time to recognize and be grateful to District Six Commissioner Rebeca 
Sosa.  Through the years Commissioner Sosa has been a team partner on the City’s side and 
has appropriated millions of dollars.  The City has been able to accomplish many programs and 
projects thanks to the Commissioner, who has contributed to the quality of life in our community. 
Commissioner Suarez echoed the Vice-Mayor’s words.  In closing, Mayor Diaz Padron 
supported his colleagues’ initiative to recognize Commissioner Sosa for her continued support. 

 
K) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI AND MIAMI DADE COUNTY OFFICE OF 
MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET; ACCEPTING A DONATION BY DISTRICT SIX 
COMMISSIONER AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSION ON JULY 
7TH, 2022 FOR THE PURCHASE OF AN ALTEC LR858 ARTICULATING OVER CENTER 
AERIAL DEVICE TREE TRIMMING TRUCK IN THE AMOUNT OF $223,413.00; PROVIDING 
FOR INCLUSION OF EXHIBITS TO INCLUDE THE SCOPE OF THE WORK, BUDGET 
FORMS AND THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT SIGNED BY THE PARTIES; PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Vice-Mayor Blanes). Vice-Mayor Blanes made a motion in favor 
of the Resolution as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Suarez.  All voted 
in favor by a 5/0 voice vote.  
Vice-Mayor Blanes recommended honoring the District Six Commissioner by presenting her 
with a recognition.  The Mayor recommended to coordinate with staff. 
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L) Report by the Director of Planning and Zoning and the City Attorney on the mandated 
property element report in connection with the City’s EAR based amendments and 
ultimately the Comprehensive Plan review due on October 1st, 2022 (City 
Attorney/Director of Planning and Zoning). The Director of Planning and Zoning reported the 
City had been notified by the State of Florida, Department of Economic Opportunity that the 
City’s EAR based amendment for 2022 is due in October. The City Attorney reported the property 
rights element includes the following: 

- The right to acquire, possess and protect your property 
- The right to use and enjoy your property 
- The right to exclude others from your property 
- The right to dispose of your property 
- The right to due process 
- The right to just compensation for property taken for a public purpose 
- The right to relief, or payment of compensation when a new law, rule regulation, or 

ordinance of the State or a political entity unfairly affects your property 
 

The City Attorney further reported that in order to adopt the amendments the City Commission, 
acting as the Local Planning Agency must convene a hearing and recommend to the City 
Commission. After a brief discussion all were in agreement on the following meeting dates: 

- Local Planning Agency Meeting, Tuesday, September 6th, 2022 at 5:30 PM 
- First Reading of the Ordinance and Resolution at the Special Commission Meeting 

of Tuesday, September 6th, 2022 at 6:00 PM 
- Second Reading of the Ordinance at the Regular Commission Meeting of 

September 21st, 2022 at 7:30 PM 
 

12. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Mayor requested all items of the Consent Agenda to be read and 
discussed. 
 
A) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI 

AUTHORIZING THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER TO EXERCISE AVAILABILITY OF 
RENEWAL OPTION UNDER CONTRACT BETWEEN VERRA MOBILITY AND THE CITY OF 
WEST MIAMI BY AMENDING RESOLUTION #2020-02, RED LIGHT CAMERAS SAFETY 
PROGRAM COMMENCING OCTOBER 1, 2022 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2024; 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Mayor and City Commission). Commissioner 
Chavez requested input by the Chief of Police on how to avoid red light camera related citations.  
The Mayor recommended to have additional signage. Vice-Mayor Blanes spoke about safety.  
Commissioner Suarez spoke in support of the item. 
Vice-Mayor Blanes motioned for approval of the Resolution.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Chavez. The vote was as follows: Vice-Mayor Blanes, Commissioner Blanca, 
Commissioner Chavez and Commissioner Suarez voted yes. Mayor Diaz-Padron Voted no. This 
Resolution was adopted by a 4/1 voice vote and entered into the record. 
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B) A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI, 
FLORIDA APPROVING/REJECTING, ACCEPTING AND ADOPTING THE 
RECOMMENDATION OF MICHAEL PIPER, ATTORNEY FROM THE FLORIDA LEAGUE OF 
CITIES, INSURANCE CARRIER FOR THE CITY, IN THE CASE OF QUINTERO V. CITY OF 
WEST MIAMI; AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE ANY DOCUMENTS OF 
SETTLEMENT REQUIRED; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (Mayor and City 
Commission). Upon motion by Vice-Mayor Blanes, second by Commissioner Chavez and 
unanimous 5/0 voice vote, the foregoing Resolution was approved and entered into the record. 

 
13. GOOD OF THE ORDER. The Chief Code Enforcement introduced the City’s new Code 

Enforcement Officer George Alvarez.  Mr. Alvarez thanked the Commission for the opportunity 
to serve the City and its residents.  

 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the City Commission the meeting was 
declared adjourned at 9:02 PM. 
 

 
  RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY:              

                                                                     
 
 
_____________________________ 
ANNERY GONZALEZ, MMC   
CITY CLERK 
 
APPROVED:  9/21/2022 Regular Commission Meeting                                            


