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                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  

                                                                               MINUTES                                      
 

            CHARTER REVIEW BOARD MEETING
                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                            WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25TH, 2014 
              5:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                 WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. The City Attorney led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. ROLL CALL. The Mayor called the meeting to order at 5:42 P.M. Present were Mayor 
Eduardo H. Muhiña, Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes, Commissioner Candida Blanca and 
Commissioner Rhonda A. Rodriguez. Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez was excused.  
 
The City Clerk was excused. 

From the Charter Review Board present were Ralph De La Rosa, Frank Hernandez, Joan 
Parker, Evelyn Paz, Irene Rodriguez, Alex Soto and Mitchell Zuriarrain.  Maria Diaz, 
Neyda Galvez and Ralph Orelle, Jr. were excused. 

CITIZENS PRESENTATIONS. No presentations. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNE 18TH, 2014 MEETING.  The City Manager requested 
a deferral of this item until the next meeting on behalf of the City Clerk. 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 

5. NEW BUSINESS:   

A. Opening Remarks (CITY MAYOR). The Mayor gave the opening remarks. 
 

B. Schedule of next Charter Review Board meeting: 
 

July 2nd, 2014 and July 16, 2014, if needed  
 

C. Revisit issues discussed at Charter Review Board meeting of June 18, 2014 
i. Follow up and Legal Opinion by the Office of the City Attorney regarding 

dual office holding; City Manager acting as ex-officio City Clerk in the 
absence of the City Clerk) 

 

The Committee voted unanimously to eliminate 4.04 (k) in its entirety.  The appointment of 
the City Clerk is covered by 4.05(c) as follows: The City Clerk shall appoint such deputy 
clerks as may from time to time be necessary to carry out the duties of the office. 
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Section 4.06 City Attorney; City Engineer 
 

The City Council shall, by majority vote, appoint a City Attorney and a City 
Engineer. Such appointments shall not be for a period beyond the next regularly 
scheduled City Council election. be pursuant to an approved contract. Such City 
Attorney shall be certified by the Florida Bar Association, and be in good standing 
with said Association. Such engineer shall be certified by the State of Florida as a 
registered engineer in the State of Florida. The City Attorney and the City Engineer 
may be removed for cause at any time by an affirmative vote of four-fifths (4/5) of 
the City Council at any regularly scheduled meeting. 

 
D. Review Article V – Finance and Taxation – Sections 5.01 through 5.15 (Report by 

City Manager)  
 
No changes were proposed 
 

 
E. Review Article VI – Qualification and Elections – Sections 6.01 through 6.05: 

 
No changes on Sections 6.01 and 6.02 

 
i. Review suggested changes by the Office of the City Attorney as to Section 

6.04 - RECALL 
1. The Qualified Voters of the City shall have the power to recall and to 

remove from office any elected of the City as provided by Florida Statutes; 
(as applicable)  

6.04  Recall. 

The qualified voters of the City shall have the power to recall and to remove from 

office any elected official of the City as provided by general law Florida Statutes; provided, 

however, that in the event there is no general law on the subject, the recall provisions 

contained in the former Charter of the City, Chapter 26301, Special Acts, 1949, as amended, 

shall be applicable and as a part of this Charter, by reference, as though fully set forth 

herein.  

The above change was proposed and approved unanimously. 
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ii. Review suggested changes by the Office of the City Attorney as to Section  

6.05 Amendment of Charter 

This Charter may be amended as provided in Article V (Section 5.03) of the Metropolitan 
Dade County Charter.  
 
The above change was proposed and approved unanimously. 

 
 

No changes were suggested to Article VIII. General Provisions 7.01 and 7.02 
 
The City Attorney advised that his office would review Sections 7.03 - 7.04 (in its entirety) 
Authority to establish lien for nonpayment of service charges to see if this section should be 
inclusive of the Charter vs the City's Code of Ordinances. 
 
No changes were suggested to Section 7.05, 7.06, and 7.07 in its entirety.  The City Attorney 
went into the explanation of the termination and the disbanding of the Charter Review 
Committee once the process of the Charter Review is complete. 
 

 
 

6. GOOD OF THE ORDER: None 

7. ADJOURNMENT. There being no further business before the Charter Review Board, the 
meeting was declared adjourned at 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY ANNERY GONZALEZ, CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

 


