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                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  
                                                                           COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

              REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                            WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3RD, 2014 
               7:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                 WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 
 

1. INVOCATION. City Manager Yolanda Aguilar gave the Invocation. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. Police Captain Carlos Avila led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL. The meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:40 P.M. Present were 

Mayor Eduardo H. Muhiña, Commissioner Candida Blanca, Commissioner Rhonda A. 
Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez. Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes had advised 
the Clerk he was running late. Vice-Mayor Blanes arrived at 7:55 P.M. 

 

4. PRESENTATION OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL FOR NOVEMBER 19TH, 2014 
REGULAR CITY COMMISSION MEETING.  Commissioner Blanca motioned to approve 
the Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rodriguez.  All 
voted in favor. 
 
 

5. REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER. The City Manager submitted a verbal and written 
report to include the following: 
- 2014 Lighting of the Tree Ceremony 

- FDOT S.W. 67th AVE/8th ST 

- Miami-Dade County Cultural Grant 
- Children’s Trust Grant 
- 2014 Audit 

 
 

6. REPORT OF THE CITY ATTORNEY.  The City Attorney submitted a report regarding a 
Code Enforcement case at the property located at 6278 SW 13th Street, West Miami, FL. The 
owner of this particular property was cited for Code violations on or about June of 2014, 
the fines have accumulated and also the condition of the property poses a safety issue 
involving an abandoned pool and overgrown vegetation.   
The City Attorney recommended filing an Order of Appearance before the US Bankruptcy 
Court, presenting a case that this property is a danger to the safety and welfare of the 
citizens of the City of West Miami. All voted in favor of following the City Attorney’s 
recommendation. 

 
 

7. REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER. No report submitted. 
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8. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

REPORT OF THE MAYOR.  The Mayor expressed 2014 has been a great year, full of 
accomplishments, and wished everybody happy holidays and a wonderful new year 2015. 

 

9.      CITIZEN PRESENTATIONS. No presentations. 
 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Mayor requested taking item 11 B) out of order. 
 

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 
A) REPORT BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER AND DISCUSSION RE: CITY’S 

LIFE INSURANCE GROUP POLICY. The City Manager gave a brief overview of the 
current status of the City’s efforts to obtain life insurance.  The City was notified by the 
FMIT that they cannot renew the life insurance available to City employees based on the 
current level of coverage and conversion rate.  Aaron Carper, Account Executive from the 
Florida League of Cities was present and answered questions the City Commission had on 
the matter. After a lengthy discussion the City Commission agreed unanimously to instruct 
the City Manager to prepare a comparative chart and report at the Commission meeting of 
January 7th, 2014. 

 
B)       RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER PERTAINING 

TO THE GROUP LIFE INSURANCE FOR EMPLOYEES/CITY OFFICIALS, WAIVING 
THE RFP PROCESS DUE TO THE EXPOSURE AND UNFUNDED LIABILITY 
CREATED BY THE FMIT (FLORIDA MUNICIPAL INSURANCE TRUST’S) ABILITY 
TO FIND A CARRIER TO INSURE OUR GROUP WITH OUR REQUESTED 
COVERAGE AND CONVERSION OPTIONS AND ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL BY 
________________________ LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY WITH AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE OF DECEMBER 1ST, 2014 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2015; PROVIDING 
FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Item postponed. 
 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Mayor requested taking item 11 D) out of order. 
 
C) NOMINATION OF MEMBERS TO THE CODE ENFORCEMENT BOARD.  The City 

Clerk informed by order of succession the order of nominations were as follows: Vice-
Mayor Blanes, Commissioner Rodriguez, Mayor Muhiña and Commissioner Blanca.  Vice-
Mayor Blanes proceeded to nominate Ralph Orelle, Jr. to the City’s Code Enforcement 
Board.   
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11. NEW BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS: 
 

A)  SECOND READING; PUBLIC HEARING: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND 
CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI ESTABLISHING CERTAIN 
REGULATIONS WITH PARKING CONTROL DEVICES COMMONLY KNOWN AS 
PARKING METERS; AUTHORIZING CITY ADMINISTRATION TO CONDUCT 
STUDIES AND RECOMMEND TO THE CITY COMMISSION AREAS WHERE 
PARKING METERS SHOULD BE INSTALLED; AUTHORIZING THE 
INSTALLATION OF PARKING METERS IN AREAS DETERMINED BY THE CITY 
COMMISSION; ESTABLISHING PAYMENT FOR THE PARKING METERS 
PURSUANT TO RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI. The 
Public Hearing was opened by the Mayor and by motion of Commissioner Rodriguez, 
second by Vice-Mayor Blanes and unanimous 5-0 voice vote the Public Hearing was 
continued to a later time on that same meeting. The Public Hearing was continued at 10:30 
in the evening. There being no comments for or against the subject matter the Mayor closed 
the Public Hearing. After a brief discussion Commissioner Rodriguez motioned to approve 
the Ordinance as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Blanca.  All 
voted in favor. 
 

NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Mayor asked to proceed with Item 11 C) acting upon the 
recommendation of the City Manager.  
 

B)   PRESENTATION OF PROCLAMATION IN SUPPORT OF “HEALTHY WEIGHT 
CHAMPIONS RECOGNITION PROGRAM” TO OLGA CONNOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH. A Proclamation in support of “Healthy Weight Champions Recognition 
Program” to Olga Connor, Director of Communications and Legislative Affairs and Karen 
Weller, Director of Community Health and Planning from the Florida Department of 
Health was presented by the Mayor and City Commission. 

 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The City Clerk recommended hearing Item 11 A) since the item was 
a public hearing that had been advertised.  
 
C) REPORT BY CITY MANAGER AND REQUEST FOR MITIGATION OF WATER BILL 

BALANCE OF $ 2,459.00 BY PROPERTY OWNER JULIO C. BERTEMATI. The City 
Manager gave a brief overview of the case of Mr. Bertemati where he incurred on a much 
higher than usual water and sewer bill due to an unforeseen underground water leak on 
his property. The City had issued a credit on the sewer portion of the bill as customary.  
Mr. Bertemati, resident of 5951 S.W. 12th Street, West Miami, FL approached the podium 
and respectfully requested mitigation of the amount owed. After a discussion Vice-Mayor 
Blanes motioned to mitigate the aforementioned charges for the amount of One Thousand 
Eight Hundred One Dollars and Zero Cents, said amount to be paid on or before 
September 1st, 2015 with the understanding that all water bills must be kept current. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Blanca.  All voted in favor. 
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NOTE FOR THE RECORD: After this items Item 10 A) and B) were presented. 
 
D) PRESENTATION OF THE CLEAN ENERGY GREEN CORRIDOR/PACE PROGRAM 

AND REQUEST FOR RESOLUTION TO ADD THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI TO THE 
PROGRAM. Rafael Perez, Regional Manager South Florida from Ygrene Energy Fund 3390 
Mary Street, Suite 124, Miami, FL 33133 made a presentation. Clean Energy Green Corridor 
provides financing for renewable energy, hurricane protection measures and energy 
efficiency upgrades.  Financing is repayable over the long term via an annual assessment 
on the property tax bill.  After a brief discussion Mayor Muhiña, Vice-Mayor Blanes, 
Commissioners Blanca and Rodriguez voted in favor of instructing the City Manager and 
City Attorney to research further on the matter and report at the meeting of January 7th, 
2014. Commissioner Suarez was not present at the moment. 

 
E) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 

MIAMI JOINING OTHER CITIES IN THE CORRIDOR PROPERTY ASSESMENT 
CLEAN ENERGY (PACE) DISTRICT EXPRESSING ITS INTENT TO UTILIZE THE 
UNIFORM METHOD OF LEVYING, COLLECTING AND ENFORCING NON AD 
VALOREM ASSESMENTS WHICH HEREAFTER MAY BE LEVIED BY THE DISTRICT 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 197.3632, FLORIDA 
STATUTES, PROVIDING FOR APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE MIAMI 
DADE COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER AND TAX COLLECTOR; PROVIDING FOR 
AUTHORIZATION; AND PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. Item postponed until 
the meeting of January 7th, 2014. 
 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: Item 10 C) was heard. 

 
F) REPORT BY THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND ZONING RE: 

INTENT OF VACATING AND/OR ABANDONING THE RIGHT OF WAY PETITION 
FILED BY GABLES GATE TOWER, LLC AND GABLES GATE TOWER II, LLC. ON SW 
21ST STREET BETWEEN 66TH AVENUE AND 67TH AVENUE. The Director of Planning 
and Zoning submitted a report in connection to a Road Closing Petition for that portion of 
SW 21st Street between 67th Avenue and 66th Avenue, submitted on behalf of Gables Gate 
Tower, LLC and Gables Gate Tower II, LLC. Specifically, the applicants are requesting the 
City of West Miami to vacate, abandon, discontinue and close a portion of an existing 
public street, and to renounce and disclaim any right of the City and the public and to any 
land in connection therewith. Applicants are the sole owners of all of the abutting 
properties and will take full responsibility for the maintenance and upkeep of the Road. 
Upon motion by Commissioner Suarez, second by Commissioner Rodriguez and 
unanimous 5/0 voice vote the foregoing submittal was approved and a Public Hearing was 
announced for January 7th, 2015 at 7:30 P.M. 
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12.  GOOD OF THE ORDER: None. 
    
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the City Commission the meeting was 
declared adjourned at 10:31 P.M. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY ANNERY GONZALEZ, CITY CLERK 


