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                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  
                                                                           COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

 

              SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING 
                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                            THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11TH, 2014 
               3:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                 WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. The Mayor led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

2. ROLL CALL. The meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 3:55 P.M. Present were 
Mayor Eduardo H. Muhiña, Commissioner Candida Blanca, Commissioner Rhonda A. 
Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez.  Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes was excused. 

 
3.  AGENDA ITEMS: 

 
A) REPORT BY THE OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER AND DISCUSSION RE: CITY’S 

LIFE INSURANCE GROUP POLICY. The City Manager provided a verbal and written 
report summarizing all the matters concerning the City’s Group Life Insurance. The City 
had worked incessantly since shortly after the 2014-2015 insurance renewal notification 
about the FMIT(Florida Municipal Insurance Trust) inability to find a carrier to insure the 
levels of coverage offered by the City as employer. FMIT obtained an estimate with 
Standard Insurance Company for the City.  Also the City requested an alternative proposal 
from another broker in an effort to fit the desired levels of coverage. 
Aaron Carper and Clay Austin were present on behalf of FMIT.  Aaron Carper presented 
the highlights of the proposal issued by Standard Insurance Company for the City and 
answered questions and concerns regarding gap coverage. It was clarified for the record 
that the City was insured by FMIT until such time the issue of the life insurance was 
resolved. 
Pedro Busse and Michelle Friedlander were present and offered a proposal by Unum 
Insurance.  Michelle Friedlander answered questions and concerns regarding the proposed 
policy offered by Unum. 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The City Attorney recommended declaring the issue of the 
Life Insurance an emergency item.  All were in favor. 
After a lengthy discussion Commissioner Blanca motioned in favor of accepting the 
proposal by Unum Insurance.   
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: Commissioner Suarez asked to be excused. 

 Commissioner Rhonda seconded the motion made by Commissioner Blanca and the vote 
was as follows: 

 Commissioner Blanca, Commissioner Rodriguez and Mayor Muhiña voted yes. 
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B)       RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER PERTAINING 

TO THE GROUP LIFE INSURANCE FOR EMPLOYEES/CITY OFFICIALS, WAIVING 
THE RFP PROCESS DUE TO THE EXPOSURE AND UNFUNDED LIABILITY 
CREATED BY THE FMIT (FLORIDA MUNICIPAL INSURANCE TRUST’S) ABILITY 
TO FIND A CARRIER TO INSURE OUR GROUP WITH OUR REQUESTED 
COVERAGE AND CONVERSION OPTIONS AND ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL BY 
UNUM LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY WITH AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF JANUARY 
1ST, 2015 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30TH, 2015; PROVIDING FOR EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Upon motion by Commissioner Blanca, second by Commissioner Rodriguez and 
unanimous 3-0 voice vote the foregoing resolution was adopted.  A friendly amendment 
was proposed as follows: 
The proposal by Unum was accepted with the understanding that if seven (7) individuals 
buy into the plan then the City can acquire a supplemental policy and the FMIT will be 
offering coverage until insurance by Unum takes effect, provided that a participation 
agreement is executed between the City and FMIT. All voted in favor. 

 
4.  GOOD OF THE ORDER: None. 
    
 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the City Commission the meeting was 
declared adjourned at 6:05 P.M. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY ANNERY GONZALEZ, CITY CLERK 


