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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The Business Impact Estimate Form, attached to these Instructions must be filled out at 
the time of drafting of any proposed ordinance, unless that proposed ordinance is on the 
exemption list below.  The filled-out Business Impact Estimate must be posted at the time 
the advertisement for the proposed ordinance is published. 
 

The following proposed ordinances are exempt and do not require a Business 
Impact Estimate:  
 

1. Ordinances required for compliance with federal or state law or regulation;  
2. Ordinances relating to the issuance or refinancing of debt;  
3. Ordinances relating to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including 

revenue sources necessary to fund the budget;  
4. Ordinances required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not 

limited to, any federal, state, local or private grant, or other financial assistance 
accepted by a county government;  

5. Emergency Ordinances;  
6. Ordinances relating to procurements; or  
7. Ordinances enacted to implement the following:  

a. Part II of chapter 163, relating to growth policy, county and municipal 
planning, and land development regulation, including zoning, development 
orders, development agreements, and development permits;  

b. §§ 190.005 and 190.046, Fla. Stat. Community Development Districts;  
c. § 553.73, Fla. Stat. relating to the Florida Building Code; or  
d. § 633.202, Fla. Stat. relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  

 
 
 
Legal citation:  § 125.66(3) (a) – (c), Fla. Stat. and § 166.041(4)(a)-(c), Fla. Stat.  
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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE FORM  
Posted To Webpage:  

 
This Business Impact Estimate is given as it relates to the proposed ordinance titled:  

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI RELATING TO FIRE 
ALARMS; PROVIDING THAT FINES SHALL BE LEVIED AGAINST FIRE 
ALARM PERMIT HOLDERS WHEN THERE ARE THREE OR MORE 
FALSE ALARMS FROM ANY PERMITTED FIRE ALARM IN ANY SIX 
MONTH PERIOD; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY AND 
CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Part I.  
 
Summary of the proposed ordinance and statement of public purpose1:  
 
Ordinance 2025 of the City of West Miami establishes penalties for repeated false fire 
alarms to address the disruption and misuse of emergency services. Under the new law, 
fines will be imposed on fire alarm permit holders if three or more false alarms occur within 
any six-month period. The fines escalate with each subsequent false alarm—from $25 for 
the third, up to $100 for the sixth and any additional violations. The ordinance outlines 
procedures for notification and payment, including late penalties, and grants the City 
Manager authority to waive fines under exceptional circumstances. It also provides for 
codification, severability, and an effective date upon adoption. 
 
Part II.  
 
Estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit 
businesses in the City of West Miami: (fill out subsections a-c as applicable, if not 
applicable write “not applicable”)  
 

a. Estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur if the 
proposed ordinance is enacted: 
 
If enacted, the proposed ordinance may result in direct compliance costs for 
businesses with permitted fire alarm systems in the City of West Miami, primarily 
in the form of fines for repeated false alarms. These fines range from $25 for a 
third false alarm to $100 for each additional alarm after the sixth within any six-
month period, potentially totaling $350 or more. Additional costs may include 
expenses for alarm system maintenance or upgrades to prevent future false 
alarms, administrative efforts to manage compliance, and late payment penalties 
of 0.5% per month if fines are not paid within 45 days. 

 
 

b. Identification of any new charges or fee on businesses subject to the proposed 
ordinance, or for which businesses will be financially responsible; and  
 

 
1 Address the public purpose to be served by the proposed ordinance, such as serving the public 
health, safety, morals, and welfare of the City of West Miami.  
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The proposed ordinance introduces a new schedule of fines specifically targeting 
businesses (and other property owners) that hold fire alarm permits and experience 
multiple false fire alarms. These fines are structured as follows: $25 for the third 
false alarm, $50 for the fourth, $75 for the fifth, and $100 for the sixth and each 
subsequent false alarm within any six-month period. Additionally, businesses will 
be financially responsible for any late payment penalties, calculated at 0.5% per 
month on a cumulative basis if fines are not paid within 45 days of notice. These 
charges represent new financial obligations for businesses under the ordinance. 

 
c. An estimate of the City of West Miami’s regulatory costs, including an estimate of 

revenues from any new charges or fees that will be imposed on businesses to 
cover such costs.  

 
The City of West Miami’s regulatory costs under the proposed ordinance would 
likely include administrative expenses related to tracking false alarms, issuing 
notices, processing payments, and managing appeals or waiver requests. These 
tasks may involve staff time from code enforcement, clerical personnel, and 
possibly legal review in disputed cases. While exact figures depend on the volume 
of violations, these costs are expected to be modest due to the targeted nature of 
the ordinance. Revenue generated from the new fine structure—ranging from $25 
to $100 per violation—may offset these regulatory costs. 
 

Part III.  
 
Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the ordinance:  
 
To be determined. 

 
 
Part IV. Additional Information (if any): 

 
None. 
 


