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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The Business Impact Estimate Form, attached to these Instructions must be filled out at 
the time of drafting of any proposed ordinance, unless that proposed ordinance is on the 
exemption list below.  The filled-out Business Impact Estimate must be posted at the time 
the advertisement for the proposed ordinance is published. 
 

The following proposed ordinances are exempt and do not require a Business 
Impact Estimate:  
 

1. Ordinances required for compliance with federal or state law or regulation;  
2. Ordinances relating to the issuance or refinancing of debt;  
3. Ordinances relating to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including 

revenue sources necessary to fund the budget;  
4. Ordinances required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not 

limited to, any federal, state, local or private grant, or other financial assistance 
accepted by a county government;  

5. Emergency Ordinances;  
6. Ordinances relating to procurements; or  
7. Ordinances enacted to implement the following:  

a. Part II of chapter 163, relating to growth policy, county and municipal 
planning, and land development regulation, including zoning, development 
orders, development agreements, and development permits;  

b. §§ 190.005 and 190.046, Fla. Stat. Community Development Districts;  
c. § 553.73, Fla. Stat. relating to the Florida Building Code; or  
d. § 633.202, Fla. Stat. relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  

 
 
 
Legal citation:  § 125.66(3) (a) – (c), Fla. Stat. and § 166.041(4)(a)-(c), Fla. Stat.  
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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE FORM  
Posted To Webpage:  

 
This Business Impact Estimate is given as it relates to the proposed ordinance titled:  
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI RELATING TO INTEREST 
CHARGES ON OVERDUE FINES; PROVIDING THAT FINES LEVIED  UNDER  
CHAPTER  2,  ARTICLE  VII,  MUNICIPAL  CODE ENFORCEMENT, SHALL 
BEAR AN INTEREST RATE LATE CHARGE WHEN OVERDUE AFTER THE 
AMOUNT OF THE FINE IS FINAL AND NO LONGER SUBJECT TO FURTHER 
PROCEEDINGS, APPEAL, OR ANY  OTHER  ALTERATION;  PROVIDING  
FOR  CONFLICTS, SEVERABILITY AND CODIFICATION; AND PROVIDING  
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 
Part I.  
 
Summary of the proposed ordinance and statement of public purpose1:  
 
Ordinance establishes interest charges on overdue municipal code enforcement fines. 
Once a fine becomes final—meaning it is no longer subject to appeal or modification—it 
is deemed overdue if unpaid after 45 days. At that point, a monthly late charge of 0.5% 
will be added on a cumulative basis until the fine is paid in full. Notice of the final fine must 
be sent via certified mail and posted visibly on the property. The ordinance allows the City 
Manager to waive some or all of the interest for extraordinary good cause. It includes 
provisions for conflicts, severability, codification, and sets the ordinance to take effect 
upon adoption. 
 
 
Part II.  
 
Estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit 
businesses in the City of West Miami: (fill out subsections a-c as applicable, if not 
applicable write “not applicable”)  
 

a. Estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur if the 
proposed ordinance is enacted: 
 
If enacted, Ordinance 2025 may impose direct compliance costs on businesses 
primarily through monthly interest charges of 0.5% on unpaid code enforcement 
fines that remain unpaid 45 days after becoming final. These charges can 
accumulate significantly over time, depending on the amount of the fine and 
duration of nonpayment. Additional compliance costs may include administrative 
or legal expenses to track and manage payment deadlines and respond to notices, 
as well as minor transaction fees associated with processing payments. 

 
b. Identification of any new charges or fee on businesses subject to the proposed 

ordinance, or for which businesses will be financially responsible; and  

 
1 Address the public purpose to be served by the proposed ordinance, such as serving the public 
health, safety, morals, and welfare of the City of West Miami.  
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The proposed ordinance does not introduce a new base fine or fee but does 
establish a new financial charge in the form of a monthly interest penalty for 
businesses that fail to pay finalized code enforcement fines within 45 days. 
Specifically, businesses will be responsible for a 0.5% cumulative monthly interest 
charge on any overdue fines. This charge continues to accrue each month until 
the fine is paid in full. Therefore, while the original fine remains unchanged, this 
ordinance imposes a new financial obligation on businesses in the form of time-
based penalties for late payment. 
 
 

c. An estimate of the City of West Miami’s regulatory costs, including an estimate of 
revenues from any new charges or fees that will be imposed on businesses to 
cover such costs.  

 
The City of West Miami’s regulatory costs under Ordinance 2025 will include 
administrative expenses such as issuing certified mail notices, posting property 
notices, tracking overdue fines, and calculating and applying monthly interest 
charges. These costs are expected to be moderate and likely manageable within 
existing code enforcement operations. The ordinance may generate additional 
revenue through the newly imposed 0.5% monthly interest charge on overdue 
fines, which will depend on the number and size of unpaid fines. While this revenue 
is not intended to be a primary funding source, it is anticipated to partially or fully 
offset the City’s regulatory costs by encouraging timely compliance and enhancing 
overall fine collection. 

 
 
Part III.  
 
Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the ordinance:  
 
To be determined. 

 
 
Part IV. Additional Information (if any): 

 
None. 
 


