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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The Business Impact Estimate Form, attached to these Instructions must be filled out at 
the time of drafting of any proposed ordinance, unless that proposed ordinance is on the 
exemption list below.  The filled-out Business Impact Estimate must be posted at the time 
the advertisement for the proposed ordinance is published. 
 

The following proposed ordinances are exempt and do not require a Business 
Impact Estimate:  
 

1. Ordinances required for compliance with federal or state law or regulation;  
2. Ordinances relating to the issuance or refinancing of debt;  
3. Ordinances relating to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including 

revenue sources necessary to fund the budget;  
4. Ordinances required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not 

limited to, any federal, state, local or private grant, or other financial assistance 
accepted by a county government;  

5. Emergency Ordinances;  
6. Ordinances relating to procurements; or  
7. Ordinances enacted to implement the following:  

a. Part II of chapter 163, relating to growth policy, county and municipal 
planning, and land development regulation, including zoning, development 
orders, development agreements, and development permits;  

b. §§ 190.005 and 190.046, Fla. Stat. Community Development Districts;  
c. § 553.73, Fla. Stat. relating to the Florida Building Code; or  
d. § 633.202, Fla. Stat. relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  

 
 
 
Legal citation:  § 125.66(3) (a) – (c), Fla. Stat. and § 166.041(4)(a)-(c), Fla. Stat.  
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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE FORM  
Posted To Webpage:  

 
This Business Impact Estimate is given as it relates to the proposed ordinance titled:  

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA, AMENDING  THE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES BY MODIFICATION OF CHAPTER 12 “PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT”, ADOPTED ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 282, SECTION 
4.3 “C” USE DISTRICTS, SECTION 4.32-4, “LANDSCAPE OPEN SPACE” TO 
PROVIDE AN OPTIONAL PAY-IN-LIEU TO A CITY-WIDE TREE TRUST FUND 
WHERE LANDSCAPE REQUIREMENTS CAN NOT BE MET, AND TO 
ESTABLISH A CITY OF WEST MIAMI TREE TRUST FUND TO DISBURSE 
COLLECTED FUNDS TO TREE PLANTING IN THE CITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY, 
PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT SCHEDULES, DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS, 
EXPIRATION, ENFORCEMENT AND OTHER APPLICABLE REGULATIONS; 
AND PROVIDING FOR CORRECTIONS; SEVERABILITY; CONFLICTS; 
IMPLEMENTATION; AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
Part I.  
 
Summary of the proposed ordinance and statement of public purpose1:  
 
This ordinance amends West Miami's Code of Ordinances to create a landscape 
requirement pay-in-lieu option and establish a Tree Trust Fund. Property owners in "C" 
Use Districts who cannot meet minimum landscape open space requirements can pay an 
annual fee based on lot size, ranging from $50 to $2,500 per percentage point not met. 
The collected funds will be directed to the City of West Miami Tree Trust Fund, which will 
allocate at least 80% toward tree planting and canopy enhancement throughout the city, 
with remaining funds used for related project expenses (up to 10%) and staff 
training/administration (up to 10%). Expenditures under $25,000 can be approved by the 
City Manager, while larger amounts require City Commission approval. The ordinance 
aims to ensure public landscaping benefits even when private property requirements 
cannot be fulfilled. 
 
Part II.  
 
Estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit 
businesses in the City of West Miami: (fill out subsections a-c as applicable, if not 
applicable write “not applicable”)  
 

a. Estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur if the 
proposed ordinance is enacted: 
Direct compliance costs for businesses unable to meet landscape requirements in 
"C" Use Districts would include annual in-lieu fees ranging from $50 to $2,500 per 
percentage point not met, depending on lot size. For example, a business on a 2-
acre lot falling short by 5% of its required 16% landscape area would pay $1,250 
annually. These fees continue each fiscal year until compliance is achieved, cannot 
be prorated for partial years, and represent a recurring expense since variances 

 
1 Address the public purpose to be served by the proposed ordinance, such as serving the public 
health, safety, morals, and welfare of the City of West Miami.  
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are no longer permitted under the ordinance. Businesses will also incur minor 
administrative costs for documenting landscape shortfalls and processing 
payments to the Tree Trust Fund. 

 
b. Identification of any new charges or fee on businesses subject to the proposed 

ordinance, or for which businesses will be financially responsible; and  
 
The ordinance establishes a new annual in-lieu fee structure for businesses in "C" 
Use Districts unable to meet landscape requirements, with fees ranging from $50 
to $2,500 per percentage point of deficiency based on lot size (specifically: $50 for 
properties up to one acre, $250 for 1-5 acres, $1,500 for 5-25 acres, and $2,500 
for properties exceeding 25 acres). These non-prorated fees must be paid for each 
fiscal year or partial year of non-compliance and will continue annually until 
businesses either meet requirements or cease operations, with no opportunity for 
variances as the ordinance explicitly prohibits landscape area variances in "C" Use 
Districts, making this payment mandatory for non-compliant businesses. 
 

c. An estimate of the City of West Miami’s regulatory costs, including an estimate of 
revenues from any new charges or fees that will be imposed on businesses to 
cover such costs.  

 
The City of West Miami's regulatory costs for implementing this ordinance would 
primarily involve administrative expenses for tracking compliance, collecting fees, 
maintaining records, and managing the Tree Trust Fund. While specific costs are 
not detailed in the ordinance, the document establishes that up to 10% of collected 
funds can be used for training and administrative costs (with administration capped 
at 3% of the total). Revenue generation will depend on non-compliance levels, but 
as an example, if 20 businesses on one-acre lots each fell short by 5% of their 
landscape requirements, the city would collect $5,000 annually ($50 × 5% × 20 
businesses), with up to $500 available for administration and training costs. The 
ordinance creates a self-funding mechanism where businesses subsidize the city's 
public tree-planting initiatives while covering the regulatory costs of enforcement. 

 
Part III.  
 
Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the ordinance:  
 
To be determined. 

 
 
Part IV. Additional Information (if any): 

 
None. 
 


