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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
The Business Impact Estimate Form, attached to these Instructions must be filled out at 
the time of drafting of any proposed ordinance, unless that proposed ordinance is on the 
exemption list below.  The filled-out Business Impact Estimate must be posted at the time 
the advertisement for the proposed ordinance is published. 
 

The following proposed ordinances are exempt and do not require a Business 
Impact Estimate:  
 

1. Ordinances required for compliance with federal or state law or regulation;  
2. Ordinances relating to the issuance or refinancing of debt;  
3. Ordinances relating to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including 

revenue sources necessary to fund the budget;  
4. Ordinances required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but not 

limited to, any federal, state, local or private grant, or other financial assistance 
accepted by a county government;  

5. Emergency Ordinances;  
6. Ordinances relating to procurements; or  
7. Ordinances enacted to implement the following:  

a. Part II of chapter 163, relating to growth policy, county and municipal 
planning, and land development regulation, including zoning, development 
orders, development agreements, and development permits;  

b. §§ 190.005 and 190.046, Fla. Stat. Community Development Districts;  
c. § 553.73, Fla. Stat. relating to the Florida Building Code; or  
d. § 633.202, Fla. Stat. relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code.  

 
 
 
Legal citation:  § 125.66(3) (a) – (c), Fla. Stat. and § 166.041(4)(a)-(c), Fla. Stat.  
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BUSINESS IMPACT ESTIMATE FORM  
Posted To Webpage:  

 
This Business Impact Estimate is given as it relates to the proposed ordinance titled:  
 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 15, ARTICLE III, SECTION 15.52: CLARIFYING THE MEANS 
AND METHODS REGARDING OWNER/TENANT DEPOSITS FOR WATER, WATER 
UTILITY PAYMENTS AND FINES AND PROCESS TO CLOSE/DISCONNECT WATER 
SERVICES; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, CONFLICT, SEVERABILITY AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. (SPONSORED BY ADMINISTRATION). 
 
Part I.  
 
Summary of the proposed ordinance and statement of public purpose1:  

This ordinance amends Chapter 15, Article III, Section 15.52 of the City of West Miami’s 
code to clarify the responsibilities and processes related to water utility deposits, 
payments, and service disconnections for property owners and tenants. It establishes that 
property owners must inform the city of any changes in tenancy and ensure tenants have 
no outstanding utility bills before moving out. If bills remain unpaid, the property owner is 
liable, and a lien may be placed on the property. The ordinance also outlines the 
application process for water services, designates primary and secondary water 
customers, and details the collection of fees and late charges. It takes effect immediately 
after the second reading. 

 
 
Part II.  
 
Estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit 
businesses in the City of West Miami: (fill out subsections a-c as applicable, if not 
applicable write “not applicable”)  
 

a. Estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur if the 
proposed ordinance is enacted: 
 

The proposed ordinance will likely impose direct compliance costs on businesses, 
primarily property owners, who will need to ensure that tenants have no outstanding water 
utility bills before vacating. This may involve administrative costs for monitoring and 
updating tenant information, processing applications for water services, and handling 
deposits. Additionally, businesses might incur costs related to potential liens on 
properties for unpaid bills, as well as late fees if payments are delayed. Overall, these 
compliance activities could require additional staff time and resources, leading to 
increased operational expenses. 
 
 

 
1 Address the public purpose to be served by the proposed ordinance, such as serving the public 
health, safety, morals, and welfare of the City of West Miami.  
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b. Identification of any new charges or fee on businesses subject to the proposed 
ordinance, or for which businesses will be financially responsible; and  
 

The proposed ordinance introduces an 18% late fee on overdue water utility bills, which 
businesses will be financially responsible for if payments are not made within 40 days of 
the postmark date. Additionally, businesses may incur charges related to the application 
process for water services, including deposits, and potential costs associated with liens 
on properties for unpaid bills. These new charges and fees are designed to ensure timely 
payment and accountability for water utility services. 
 

 
c. An estimate of the City of West Miami’s regulatory costs, including an estimate of 

revenues from any new charges or fees that will be imposed on businesses to 
cover such costs.  

 
Not Applicable. 
 
 
Part III.  
 
Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the ordinance:  
 
To be determined. 

 
 
Part IV. Additional Information (if any): 

 
None. 
 


