
 
                                                                              CITY OF WEST MIAMI  

                                                                           COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
 

              REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                            WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15TH, 2015 
              7:30 PM 

                COMMISSION CHAMBERS  
                901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE 

                WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 
 
 

1. INVOCATION. City Manager Yolanda Aguilar gave the invocation. 
 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. Lieutenant Pedro Delgado led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. ROLL CALL. The meeting was called to order by the Mayor at 7:40 P.M. Present were 

Mayor Eduardo Muhiña, Vice-Mayor, Commissioner Candida, Commissioner Rhonda A. 
Rodriguez and Commissioner Luciano L. Suarez.  Vice-Mayor Juan M. Blanes was excused. 

 
4. PRESENTATION OF MINUTES FOR APPROVAL FOR APRIL 1ST, 2015 REGULAR 

CITY COMMISSION MEETING. Commissioner Rodriguez motioned to approve the 
Minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Suarez.  All voted in 
favor. 

 
NOTE FOR THE RECORD: The Mayor requested taking Item 11 A) out of order.  
 
5. REPORT OF THE CITY MANAGER. The City Manager submitted a written and verbal 

report, which included the following: 
- Audit FY ended 9/30/2015 
- Special Elections of November 4th, 2014 Invoice 
- CDBG Application for Garden Club Park 
- Office of the Property Appraiser – Requested the use of the Commission Chambers on 

May 28th, 2015 from 7:00 – 9:00 P.M. The purpose of the meeting is to meet with property 
owners who have issues, questions and/or concerns regarding property values and 
property taxes.  All voted in favor of the aforesaid request. 

- Mother’s Day Celebration at the West Miami Community Center 
 
6.     REPORT OF THE CITY ATTORNEY. The City Attorney reported about the property 

located at 6541 SW 13 TERR. The property, currently owned by US Bank National 
Association as Trustee for Structured Asset Securities Corporation Mortgage has 
accumulated liens for Code violations and fines that combined are in the vicinity of a 
million dollars or more.  The City Attorney has been in communications with 
representatives of the bank to work on an Agreement that would release/cancel/satisfy all 
liens and violations against the subject property.   In closing the City Attorney informed 
this item will be brought before the City Commission possibly at the next Commission 
meeting. 
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7.  REPORT OF THE CITY ENGINEER. No report submitted. 
 
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS. No reports. 
 
9. CITIZEN PRESENTATIONS. No presentations.  
 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
 
A)    DISCUSSION RE: 4TH OF JULY EVENT 2015. The Mayor expressed his concern in terms 

of public attendance to the event since this year July 4th falls on a Saturday.  Commissioner 
Suarez spoke in support of holding the event as customary. Commissioner Rodriguez 
queried about the funding for the abovementioned event.  The City Manager responded 
funds are budgeted.  Commissioner Blanca spoke in support of the event.  After a brief 
discussion Commissioner Suarez motioned to move forward with the event.  
Commissioner Blanca seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS AGENDA ITEMS:  

A) PRESENTATION OF RECOGNITIONS TO THE SPONSORS OF THE “EASTER EGG 
HUNT 2015”. The City Clerk read the list of sponsors as follows: 

- Baptist Health South Florida 

- TotalBank 

- Florida Education Institute 

- Executive National Bank 

- Greater Miami Caterers, Inc. 

Totalbank was present and the Mayor and Commission members presented a Certificate 
of Recognition in appreciation of their sponsorship to the “Easter Egg Hunt 2015” event, 
together with the staff and the public. 

 
B) REPORT AND SUBMITTAL OF THE CITY’S AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

FOR FY 9-30-2014. The City Manager requested postponing this item until the meeting of 
May 6th, 2015.  Upon motion by Commissioner Rodriguez, second by Commissioner Blanca 
and unanimous 4/0 voice vote, this item was postponed. 
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C) FIRST READING: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF 

THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI REPEALING CHAPTER 15, ARTICLE II TITLED 
“WATER BOARD”, SECTION 15-27 THROUGH SECTION  15-46 OF THE CITY CODE 
OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. Upon 
motion by Commissioner Suarez, second by Commissioner Rodriguez, and unanimous 4/0 
voice vote, the foregoing first reading was approved. The Second Reading and Public 
Hearing of the aforesaid Ordinance were announced for May 20th, 2015 at 7:30 P.M. 

 
D) A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI SUPPORTING THE 

INITIATIVE OF VICE-MAYOR OF THE CITY OF SOUTH MIAMI WALTER 
HARRIS,  THAT THE MIAMI DADE COUNTY LEAGUE OF CITIES FORM A 
COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY  OF THE CREATION OF 
SOUTH FLORIDA AS THE 51ST STATE. Commissioner Suarez spoke in support of 
this item.  Walter Harris, Vice-Mayor of City of South Miami was present and 
addressed the Commission to advocate the initiative for the formation of a committee 
to seek the possibility of creating a 51st State. Followed by a brief discussion 
Commissioner Suarez proceeded to motion in favor of the initiative.  The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Blanca, and the vote was as follows:  Commissioners 
Suarez and Blanca votes yes and Commissioner Rodriguez and Mayor Muhiña voted 
no. The motion was lost. 

 
E) RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF WEST 

MIAMI AMENDING RESOLUTION 2014-45 BY ESTABLISHING A FEE FOR 
GRANDPARENTS RESIDING IN THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI WHO HAVE 
CHILDREN LIVING OUTSIDE OF THE CITY OF WEST MIAMI WHO DESIRE TO 
ENROLL SAID GRANDCHILDREN IN THE AFTERSCHOOL CARE AND SUMMER 
CAMP PROGRAMS; AUTHORIZING THE PARK DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF WEST 
MIAMI TO DETERMINE RESIDENCY AND KINSHIP FOR SAID 
GRANDPARENTS/GRANDCHILDREN; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
Commissioner Suarez requested to postpone this item since Vice-Mayor Blanes, who chairs 
the Recreation Committee, was not present. John Michael Lopez, Assistant Director of the 
Recreation Center addressed the Commission to inform about the time constraint of the 
matter since the enrollment for the Summer Camp Program starts on May 1st, 2015. After a 
discussion Commissioner Suarez motioned to hold a Special Meeting to hear the item on 
Wednesday, April 22nd, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Rodriguez.  All voted in favor. 
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F)  REQUEST FOR PROCLAMATION DECLARING MAY 10TH, 2015 AS “WORLD LUPUS 

DAY”. Mayor Muhiña spoke in support of the item and recommended approval. 
Commissioner Suarez motioned in favor of the Proclamation.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Blanca.  All voted in favor. 

 
12.  GOOD OF THE ORDER: None.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the City Commission the meeting was 
declared adjourned at 8:47 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 
 
    Annery Gonzalez, CMC 
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